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The school caters for children from Reception to Year Four. 

Children start school in the September after their fourth birthday in the Reception class, and leave to 

start Middle School in the September in the year of their ninth birthday and move into year 5. 

Children are in year group classes as we are a one form entry school.  There are 30 children in each 

year group. We run a two year rolling program across key stage 1 and key stage 2.  

On the web site you can see our topic overviews which show more detailed information about the 

exciting themes that your children will be researching and learning from. 

EYFS 

The school follows the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Statutory Framework Curriculum. The 

EYFS is divided into seven areas of learning: 

https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/files/2017/03/EYFS_STATUTORY_FRAMEWORK_2017.pdf 

 Communication and Language (CL) 

 Physical Development (PD) 

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED) 

 Literacy (LY) 

 Mathematics (MA) 

 Understanding of the World (UTW) 

 Expressive Arts and Design (EAD) 

If you would like to discuss the curriculum in more detail, please contact our Early Years teacher and 

co-ordinator. 

 

Phonics Teaching  

The Letters and Sounds programme underpins our synthetic phonics teaching.  

Our reading scheme, is linked to our phonics programme ensuring fidelity between both phonics and 

reading. 

Please see the web site to find out how phonics are taught in school: 

http://www.doverydown.beds.sch.uk/core-subjects 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/files/2017/03/EYFS_STATUTORY_FRAMEWORK_2017.pdf
http://www.doverydown.beds.sch.uk/core-subjects


 The Curriculum  

Our aims (Intent): 

At Dovery Down Lower School, we seek to make creative links between curriculum subject areas, 

making learning enjoyable and relevant for our children. We promote the development of thinking 

skills and positive learning behaviours to equip children to be resilient, independent and motivated 

learners. Much of the children’s learning centres around cross-curricular topics. Staff are committed 

to enabling each child to achieve their fullest potential. Lessons and activities are designed to 

encourage children to enjoy and seek a challenge, to view mistakes as helpful learning experiences 

and to not set limits on themselves. The curriculum is adapted to meet the needs of all children, in 

particular those with SEND and vulnerable pupils. We offer a range of nurture provision and 

interventions to ensure that the school is inclusive and caters for all abilities and needs.  

Our curriculum covers all of the programmes of study within the National Curriculum and is 

organised into a series of exciting and motivating topic areas, which change every term. What began 

as a bank of prepared lessons and topics has continued to evolve, to meet the needs and interests of 

our pupils, to reflect the children and families within our community and to positively represent 

todays society.  

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural provision is evidenced in Medium Term plans for each 

Foundation subject, providing opportunities in all aspects of the curriculum to help to develop 

pupils’ understanding of themselves and others as well as allocating time to reflect on their own and 

others’ behaviours and ideas. The school has been formally recognised for providing an inclusive 

curriculum and policies through the Quality Mark Award, Values Education, Gold Kite Sports Games 

Mark and Science quality mark. English, Maths, Computing, PSHE, PE and Religious Education lessons 

are taught separately from the topics to allow children to develop specific skills which are developed 

over time. 

We encourage the use of visits to different places, such as museums, historical settings, the theatre 

and outdoor spaces to widen the children’s experiences and to involve them in their own learning. 

We also arrange for many visitors to work with us in school. 

We believe our school should be a safe and wonderful place where children want to be; where 

learning happens both within and outside of the classroom. Children will be encouraged to enjoy life 

whilst at school and discover personal interests and strengths. We recognise that primary education 

should lay firm foundations to set up learners for life, with the knowledge and skills to be well 

rounded individuals, mentally and physically healthy, with an appreciation for and a generosity 

towards other people, the world and the universe around them. 

Whatever their background, our pupils will learn how to shape their own futures and develop their 

unique capacities and skills rooted in their own interests. They will learn the literacy and numeracy 

skills needed for life and necessary to progress in their education. They will be encouraged to be 

curious and use thinking skills to innovate, be creative and problem solve. 

The school and staff are committed to professional development and regularly attend training and 

schools cluster group meetings, to enhance the delivery of and moderation of curriculum subjects 

effectively. Teachers are reflective and proactive, using a variety of teaching methods that allow the 

children to benefit from learning in different styles and environments, including outdoor learning 

areas.  

 



Our Curriculum aims to enhance: 

 Achievement and success 

 Learning and life skills 

 Creative thinking, innovation and enterprise 

 Learning through exploration 

 Stretch and challenge 

 Developing working memory 

 Creativity 

 Independent and learner-led learning 

 Collaborative learning 

 Outdoors and nature 

 Applied learning 

 Authentic tasks with a real audience 

 FUN and positive emotional links 

Delivery (Implementation): 

How are concepts taught and lessons delivered to ensure pupils’ knowledge and skills build and 

deepen over time? 

Staff at Dovery Down Lower School plan and deliver lessons and units of work that will inspire and 

motivate and develop children’s love of learning. By following these principles: 

 Pupils’ learning is modelled, supported and revisited, enabling them to know and retain and 

then remember more.  

 Pupils’ learning is extended to include new information and skills once concepts are secure. 

  

The principles of effective instruction are: 

Begin a lesson with a short review of previous learning: daily review can strengthen previous 

learning and lead to fluent recall. 

Present new material in small steps with student practice after each step – our working memory, the 

place where we process information, is small. It can only handle a few bits of information at once - 

too much information swamps our working memory. Presenting too much material at once can 

confuse students because their working memory will be unable to process it. 

 Ask lots of questions and check the response of all children: questions help pupils practice 

new information and connect new material to their prior learning. 

 Provide models: providing children with models and worked examples can help them solve 

problems faster. 

 Guide practice: successful teachers spend more time guiding childrens’ practice of new 

material. 

 Check for childrens’ understanding: checking for understanding at each point can help 

children learn the material with fewer errors. 

Obtain high success rate: it is important for children to achieve a high success rate during classroom 

instruction. 



Provide scaffolds for different tasks: the teacher provides students with temporary supports and 

scaffolds to assist them when they learn difficult tasks. 

Require and monitor independent practice: children need extensive, successful, independent 

practice in order for skills and knowledge to become automatic. 

Engage pupils in regular reviews eg weekly: chidlren need to be involved in extensive practice in 

order to develop well-connected and automatic knowledge. 

For more detail, please click here: 

https://www.aft.org/sites/default/files/periodicals/Rosenshine.pdf   

 

Science, History, Geography, Art, DT, Music, Computing and PSHE are planned and delivered through 

the following topics over a two-year programme: 

 

See how curriculum skills and knowledge progress across the phases of learning available on the 

school web site: http://www.doverydown.beds.sch.uk/core-subjects 

 Maths skills and knowledge progression EFYS KS1 KS2 

 English skills and knowledge progression EYFS KS1 KS2 

 History skills and knowledge progression EYFS KS1 KS2 

 Geography skills and knowledge progression EYFS KS1 KS2 

 Science skills and knowledge progression EYFS KS1 

 Science skills and knowledge progression KS2 

 Art skills and knowledge progression EYFS KS1 

 Art skills and knowledge progression KS2 

 DT skills and knowledge progression EYFS KS1 KS2 

 Music skills and knowledge progression EYFS KS1 KS2 

 RE skills and knowledge progression EYFS KS1 KS2 

 Computing skills and knowledge progression EYFS KS1 KS2 

 PSHE Association Programme of Study 

White Rose Primary progression is used for Maths planning. We used a template for our long-term 

English plan. Each column heading in the template links to the primary National Curriculum, so that 

our teachers can explain which statutory requirements they are covering each half-term.  

 YR Autumn Spring Summer 

EYFS 
(Rowan 
Class)Topics 

A 
 
B 

My World of colour 
 
Knock Knock, Here I am  
 

Food Glorious Food 
 
Where my Wellies take me 

Moving Along 
 
Mini-Beasts and New Life 
 

KS1 (Beach 
and Holly 
Classes) 
Topics: 

A 
 
B 

Flames and Flurries 
 
To Infinity and Beyond 

Farming Safari 
 
Motion of the Ocean  

Over the Stile 
 
Up, Up and Away 

KS2 (Larch 
and Oak 
Classes) 
Topics 

A 
 
B 

WW2 
 
Terrible Tudors 

Rotten Romans 
 
 London – The Big Black Smoke 

Jungle Fever 
 
Walk like and Egyptian  

https://www.aft.org/sites/default/files/periodicals/Rosenshine.pdf
http://www.doverydown.beds.sch.uk/core-subjects
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/425601/PRIMARY_national_curriculum.pdf


Personal Social Health, Relationships and Drug and Alcohol Education planning follows the PSHE 

Association programme of study. The RE follows the Bedfordshire programme of study. 

National Curriculum: 

Themes and topics are planned to include learning objectives and success criteria, Spiritual, Moral, 

Social and Cultural provision which enables pupils to engage in a varied and challenging programme 

of study, ensuring coverage of the National Curriculum attainment targets. The National Curriculum 

Programmes of study can be found here primary National Curriculum. 

Please see Curriculum Policies for further information about each subject, which can be found under 

School Information.  

Extra-curricular learning opportunities: 

At Dovery Down Lower School, we strive to offer a rich and varied range of extra-curricular 

opportunities for pupils. These include our before and after school clubs: Multi-sports, Gym, Street 

Dance and Yoga as well as themed curriculum days. A range of topic based creative tasks which 

parents and carers can engage with to extend and consolidate learning outside of school, are sent 

home regularly. See termly curriculum overviews, monthly newsletters and class pages on our 

website, which is updated regularly with photographs. 

Impact: 

Units of work and each lesson delivered has clear learning objectives which are shared with pupils. 

Success criteria supports children to break down tasks, to understand how they can achieve the 

learning objectives and to develop independence. Learning objectives and success criteria link 

directly with the school's assessment pupil progress tracker and EYFS Prime and Specific areas of 

learning.   

As a result of the highly effective teaching and learning of the curriculum and the direct link between 

learning objectives and assessment criteria, pupils make very good progress and leave Dovery Down 

Lower School as confident and motivated learners. We are very proud of their achievements. These 

can be found in our School Evaluation and School Development summary and the results data on the 

school web site.  
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