
Living history 

Making a  

TIME CAPSULE 
Your class is invited to take part in the Dovery Down Time Capsule. 

What is a time capsule? 

A time capsule is a historic collection of goods or information, used as a way of 

communicating with people in the future and to help future archaeologists, historians or 

even aliens. 

How do we make a time capsule? 

We will collect lots of things that you have chosen and place them carefully in a class 

box.  This will be buried in the school ground and left for 10 years.  How old will you be in 

10 years?  What will you look like?  How will our lives have changed?  Will we still like the 

same things?   
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How to plan and prepare what your class will include in your box. 

The things in your time capsules will need to last a very long time – 10 years. Keep in mind that creating 

a capsule for unveiling at some future date is really a two sided adventure involving both you and those 

who will uncover it once again. Make sure that the items you select will add the element of surprise and 

discovery for those who open this curious treasure chest of history.  

Collect the objects to go in your time capsule. Who will open your time capsule, and what would you 
like to tell them? Have fun with this step! Objects for time capsules don’t need to be expensive or big in 
size. Rather, choose things that reflect the spirit of the present day. What is unique about today? 
Anything that captures the general feelings of the present time is suitable, but you might want to 
consider things like these: 

 Popular toys or tools. 

 Labels or packaging of favourite foods or other products. Include price tags, if you can. 

 Newspapers or magazines showing current events or current trends. 

 Photographs of people, buildings, items you use every day. 

 Journals or diaries, letters or magazines 

 Currency 

 Favourite things: TV programmes, pop bands, movies. 

 Clothes and fashion items of the current time (or pictures of them) 

 Personal messages to and from others 

 Indicators of technology pictures of you using technology. 

 


