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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Happy New Year  
 
We have had a fabulous start to 2020. Year 3 and 4 have begun their exciting 
topic ‘Cacophony in the Canopy’ – the squawking and monkeying can be heard all 
around the classrooms.  Year 1 and 2 are getting down under with ‘Kangaroos 
and Didgeridoos’ – best of all was the flight to Australia (albeit imaginary). 
Reception are getting muddy in their Wellies following the topic ‘Where my wellies 
take me’ – I wonder where indeed? They are beginning to add up to 10, and are 
happy to share their letter sounds and skills knowledge.  
 
The choir have started their practice in readiness for our Easter Assembly and our 
Grandparents concert – with Mrs Blessing and Mrs Acosta. We hope to see many 
of you there!  
 
The Christmas break seems long ago now and always goes by so quickly – many 
thanks for your kind generosity of gifts to staff, and your continued support.  
 
We look forward to an exciting term ahead – to include Australia Enrichment Day 
on Friday 14th February and World Book Day on Friday 6th March.  
 
The new morning routine is working very well and has meant that all classes can 
start their lessons more promptly with a much smoother start to the day – less 
congestion in the playground, less commotion in the cloakroom and a much 
calmer atmosphere in the classroom. It certainly appears to be helping children to 
start the day off positively. The other aspect, of course, is that it means that you 
can get off the school site much quicker with a staggered exit, meaning less 
congestion in the car park and less concern for our resident neighbours.  
 
Mrs Brewster 

  



 

 

Our value for January 2020 is 
 

Happiness 
 

CHEERFULNESS 
 

 

PLEASURE 
 

Ways in which your children can show happiness: 

- Smiles and Laughter 

- Being helpful 

- Showing that you love your family 

- Being kind to your friends 

- Sharing with siblings and friends 

 

Year 2’s Values Assembly about Happiness will be held on Friday 31st January at 9.15am 
– all parents/carers of Year 2 children welcome to attend! 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Rewards for 

 

December 2019 – COURAGE – on our Island of Values 
 

Reception:  Lucy Horner, Dominic Webb. 
 
Year 1:  Jaylen Breeden, Jamie Mitchell. 
 
Year 2:  Zak Nourse, Harry Saunders. 
 
Year 3:  Avalie Leonard, Valentina Schettino. 
 
Year 4:  Whole class for performing Christmas production. 
 

 

  



 

 

Revised Procedure – Start of School Day – Spring Term 2020 

 

Our new procedure is working really well – thank you to all parents/carers 

who have commented positively about this change. 

 

As a reminder - the bell is no longer rung on the playground at 8.55am and 

the children do not have to line up.  Instead, children can go straight to their 

classrooms from 8.50am; there is only one teacher on duty on the playground 

to see the children in. 

 

Any urgent messages for teachers should be directed via the office in the first 

instance, either through an email, telephone call or in person.   

 

Thank you for your co-operation. 

 

 

 

Year 3 Sing On Sing Out Concert at Southcott Lower School 

Tuesday 3rd December 2019 

As part of their Sing Out, Play Out learning with Mrs Monteath from Central Beds 

Inspiring Music, Year 3 visited Southcott Lower School to practise their singing as part of 

a larger ensemble.   

 

The children joined with several classes from Southcott to rehearse some of the songs we 

have been learning this term, followed by a short performance to the rest of the school.  

The children sang beautifully and sounded fantastic as part of a larger group.   

 

Thank you to parents for organising transport to and from Southcott, enabling the children 

to benefit from this experience.   

 

We are looking forward to participating in the annual Sing Out, Play Out concert in the 

Summer term on Tuesday 16
th
 June alongside many other lower schools, which will be 

held at the Grove Theatre in Dunstable and to which parents will be invited.  Further 

details will be sent out nearer the time.   

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Kangaroos & Didgeridoos      

 

Flight to Australia     

 
On Tuesday 8th of January 2020 the Year1 and Year 2 children boarded a 

flight to Australia. We learnt how to weigh our luggage, go through security, 

get our passports stamped and boarding passes issued and then board the plane. 

It was a fabulous experience! 
 

 
 

 
 

 

For more photos please go to the Parents and Children section on the website, then 

Classes page and click on Beech or Holly Class and ‘Flight to Australia’. 

 

 

 



 

 

PTA UPDATE 
Happy New Year! 
  
The results are (mostly) in for the money made over the Christmas period. With your help the 
PTA successfully raised well over £2,000 for the school last term. The money was generated 
through the fayre, photo and DVD sales, the October disco, bauble completion and canvas bag 
sales. Thank you to everyone that contributed time, effort and cash to the cause. 
  
The one event we are still waiting for news on is the Santa float run in conjunction with the 
Leighton Buzzard rotary club. It was a fantastic evening so a massive thank you to our 
volunteers who braved the cold, knocked on doors and rattled buckets. Great for the community 
and the school. 

 
  
The PTA has discussed funding with Mrs Brewster and we are working on a plan to fund an 
upgrade of the audio visual equipment across the school. First off, the interactive whiteboard in 
reception will be replaced with a modern touch screen LCD monitor. This will provide a fantastic 
new teaching resource and give teachers and pupils access to the most up-to-date technology. 
This is the first such screen in the school and so we are treating it as a pilot allowing all 
teachers to assess its suitability for other classes. This is a significant investment for the PTA, 
so will take some time to complete, we look forward to the challenge of raising enough money 
to provide these facilities across the school. 
  
The PTA has discussed events we would like to plan for the spring and summer term. We will 
be running some old favourites like the Easter egg hunt and have some new ideas. More 
information and dates in the February newsletter. The school year will be rounded off by a 
summer fayre. Lots to do and as always your contributions and very much appreciated. 
  
If you didn’t have chance to complete our survey please do so at the link below 
  
https://opinio.ucl.ac.uk/s?s=65195 
  
Reminder that you can make money for the PTA with no effort or cost through either by putting 
clothes in the Starlight recycling bin in the carpark or signing up to Easyfundraising 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/doverydownpa/ 
  
Many Thanks for your continued support. 
 

Tim Machin 
Dovery Down PTA 

 

https://opinio.ucl.ac.uk/s?s=65195
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/doverydownpa/


 

 
 

GOVERNOR’S UPDATE 

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Families, 
 
It doesn't seem possible that Spring term is already here. Time goes so quickly!   
 
I have been asked by a number of parents to explain the role of the Governing 
Board. The Headteacher makes the day-to-day decisions about the organisation 
and management of the school. Any queries should be dealt with by the school in 
the first instance. The role of the Governing Board is a strategic one. It is 
responsible for, in partnership with the Headteacher, the financial management of 
the budget, pay and performance management, Health & Safety and overseeing 
the curriculum taught. 
 
Getting in Touch – The governors welcome comments about what we do and 
what we could be doing better. If you would like to contact us, please do so 
through the school office. Members of the Governing Board are currently 
preparing for our first Full Governing Board meeting of the calendar year. 
 
Best wishes, 
 

Ian Haynes 
Chair of Governors  
 

 

 

 

 

Coats and Water Bottles  

 
 

 

Winter is here! All children should now be bringing named coats into school so they 

can enjoy outside playtimes and lunchtimes in comfort.   Hats, scarves and gloves 

should also be named.  Children should also have a named water bottle in school 

every day – we are still seeing lots of water bottles without names.  Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Spare Clothing Needed 
 

We are running very low on the following spare clothing: 
 
Girls’ tights and socks (especially for YR, Y1 and Y2.) 
 
If you are able to donate any items to school please bring them to the office.   
 
If you have borrowed items from school and they are still at home please return them to 
school as soon as possible.   
 
Many thanks. 
 

 

 

Safeguarding 

 

If your child is being collected by another adult you must inform his/her class teacher or telephone 

the school before the end of the school day.  We cannot release children unless we have parent/carer 

permission.  This includes school activities/trips picking up and dropping off. 

 

If you have a regular arrangement for another adult to collect your child please put this in writing to 

the class teacher. 

 

Please can you also ensure that your children are supervised as they leave school. 

 

The School Safeguarding Policy is available on the school website or from the school office. 

 

Thank you for your co-operation. 

 

 

Reporting absence  

 
If your child is unable to come to school please contact the school via telephone or email by 
9am on the first day of absence.  For safeguarding reasons this initial contact should come via 
the parent/carer rather than a childminder or friend, unless in exceptional circumstances.   
 
If there has been no communication the school office will send a text to parents/carers after 
registers have closed asking the parent to contact the school within the next 30 minutes to 
confirm the reason for the absence. 
 
If there is no response to the text after 30 minutes the office will telephone the primary contact 
first and then other contacts in order (using details held on the student update sheets). 
 
Please keep the school informed of any on-going absence.  Thank you for your help. 
 



 

 

 

Sickness and diarrhoea 
 

Please could we remind you that the school policy is to keep children away from school for a full 
48 hours from the last episode of diarrhoea or vomiting so that when they return they are clear 
and no longer contagious.   
 

 

 

 

 

DINNER MONEY 

 

Year 3 and Year 4: £2.00 daily and £10.00 weekly  

 

Please pay on the day or in advance for all meals – payment can be made  

on-line via SchoolMoney. 

 

Please check your SchoolMoney account regularly – any accounts with an outstanding 

balance of over £20 will receive a letter from the Headteacher. 

 

If you are paying by cash please can you ensure the money is sent in a sealed envelope 

clearly marked with your child’s name via the school office.  Thank you. 

 
  

http://www.alexanderhoseaprimary.ik.org/attachments/2_Roast_Menu.pdf
http://www.alexanderhoseaprimary.ik.org/attachments/2_Roast_Menu.pdf


 

  

Dates for the diary 

 

2020 Dates for the diary 

Monday 13 January 2020 Y4 Swimming starts for 10 weeks (letters have gone 

home) 

Friday 31st January  9.15am Y2 Values Assembly – Happiness.  

Parents/Carers  of Y2 children most welcome. 

Friday 7th February 2020 Number Day – whole school (letter to follow) 

Thursday 13th February  9.15am Y4 Values Assembly – Love.  

Parents/carers of Y4 children most welcome. 

PTA Spring Disco – more details to follow 

Friday 14th February  Australia Enrichment Day – whole school (letter to 

follow) 

 

Monday 17th – Friday 21st February  Half term week 

Monday 24th February  Return to school after half term 

Monday 2nd March Parent Consultation evening  3.30pm – 6pm (more 

details to follow) 

Tuesday 3rd March Parent Consultation evening  4pm – 7pm (more 

details to follow) 

Thursday 5th March  Class Photos including Pre-School 

Friday 6th March Dovery Down World Book Day – Non-uniform 

(more details to follow) 

Friday 20th March 2.30pm Rocksteady Concert for parents/carers of 

Rocksteady children only 

Tuesday 31st March Easter Assembly with Revd. Noel McGeeney.  

All welcome to attend. 

Wednesday 1st April 9.30am - Grandparents Spring Concert – 

refreshments will be available (more details to 

follow) 

3.30pm - Y4 Parents invited with their child to a 

presentation from Rock UK  

Friday 3rd April  Last day of Spring Term 

Monday 20th April Inset Day 

Tuesday 21st April  First day of Summer Term 2020 

Monday 27th April  Y3 Swimming starts  for10 weeks (letters to 

follow) 

 



 

Monday 27th – Wednesday 29th April  Year 4 Residential trip to Rock UK, near Wellingborough 

(letters have gone home) 

 

Thursday 7th May  SCHOOL CLOSED - Polling Day Bedfordshire -Police & 

Crime Commissioner 

Friday 8th May  Early May Day Bank Holiday (changed for VE Day 

Anniversary) 

Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May  Half term week including Bank Holiday Monday 

Monday 1st June  Inset Day 

Tuesday 2nd June  Return to school 

Tuesday 9th June Reception Class visit to Stoke Bruerne Canal 

Museum (details to follow) 

Tuesday 16th June Sing Out Play Out Concert – Grove Theatre, 

Dunstable for Y3 only (further details to follow) 

Friday 17th July  Last day of Summer Term 

Thursday 3rd & Friday 4th September Inset Days 

Monday 7th September 2020 Start of Autumn Term 

Monday 26th – Friday 30th October Half term week 

Monday 2nd November Return to school (this is NOT an Inset Day) 

Thursday 17th December 2020 Whole School to see Jack and the Beanstalk Panto 

at Milton Keynes Theatre matinee performance at 

1.00pm 

Friday 18th December 2020 Last day of Autumn Term 

SCHOOL WILL FINISH AT 1.00PM  

Children to be collected from the playground at this time. 

2021 Dates for the diary 

Monday 4th January 2021 Inset Day 

Tuesday 5th January 2021 Start of Spring Term 2021 

 

 

 


