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'Care for yourself, Care for each other, Care for your school.  Always do your best' 

 

Dovery Down Lower School 
Tel: 01525 377233 

Email: office@doverydownlower.co.uk 
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17th March 2020 

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Staff 

I realise that many of you may feel anxious or worried with the uncertainty of the spreading virus. As a 
school we are doing all that we can to maintain staffing levels and to protect the children, their families 
and the staff.  

So far we have cancelled all events involving any gatherings and all outings prior to the Easter holidays. 
We do have a number of staff absent who are currently in self isolation, but we have no confirmed cases 
of COVID-19. As staffing ratios reached such a low number in Pre-School we have been forced to close 
for the next 2 weeks, whilst we try to contain the spread of infection. This also means we have some 
staff who can now support in the main school.  

With some teachers away there is the need to cover classes with our student teachers and cover 
supervisors OR we may need to move children into other classes in order to sustain a reasonable level 
of teaching and care.  

We are ensuring that the school is thoroughly cleaned to keep the spread of infection at a minimum and 
continue to encourage the children to apply good hygiene and plenty of hand-washing. Any children 
showing symptoms during the school day will be sent home and asked to stay home for 7 days.  

The latest Government advice as of 16.03.20 is being followed:  

New guidance to stay at home for 14 days if someone in your household has symptoms of COVID-19 is 
the focus of the next stage of a public awareness campaign launched by Health and Social Care 
Secretary Matt Hancock today. 

The new guidance will set out that individuals will still be asked to self-isolate for 7 days from the onset 
of COVID-19 symptoms but any individuals in the household will now be asked to self-isolate for 14 days 
from that moment as well. 

If other members of your household develop symptoms, however mild, at any time during the 14 days, 
they must not leave the home for 7 days from when symptoms started. 

Please ensure that you follow this guidance in order to protect us all, particularly the more vulnerable.  

We would advise that if your child is in self-isolation that you undertake around 2 hours of learning with 
them each day once they have recovered and are well enough to do so. If the next stage is to close 
schools we will keep you informed. We are preparing to provide some home study work for all year 
groups. 
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As you can imagine the school office is extremely busy dealing with enquiries, therefore please try your 
best to keep up to date and follow the advice.  

Wishing you and your families the very best at this difficult time.  

Thank you for your continued support 

Mrs Brewster 

 

Headteacher  
Dovery Down Lower School 
 


