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SEPTEMBER 2019 

 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Welcome back to the new school year!  
 
We also welcome all of our new parents whose children have joined Dovery Down this year. 
The Reception children are settling in very well and are busy enjoying all aspects of school life, 
and it is wonderful to see their happy faces around the school. 
 
All other year groups have certainly got off to a flying start. The school is a hive of activity, with 
exciting learning taking place in every classroom and around every corner. It is fabulous to hear 
the Year 4’s strumming, at the start of an exciting year learning to play the guitar, whilst the 
choir sound amazing and will be singing at the Harvest Festival and out in the community later 
in the term.  
 
We were thrilled to return to see the new all-weather sports pitch, which is already getting some 
use during playtimes and for PE lessons. Once again we would like to thank parents for 
supporting this wonderful project through the sponsored fun run, the Tesco Bags to School and 
the PTA fund raising events last year.  
 
It all seems to come round so quickly – but our Harvest Festival assembly will take place on 
Thursday 3rd October and I look forward to seeing many of you there.  
 
If you would like to volunteer to help in classes at school, please let the school office know. This 
will require a DBS check. 
 
Mrs Brewster 

  



 

Staff News 
We are very sad to have to inform you that Mrs Freeman 

will be not be in school for a while. She is currently 

undergoing intensive medical treatment and needs to be 

absent during this time. Mrs Freeman is a highly valued 

Teaching and Admin Assistant and has worked at Dovery 

Down for the past 13 years. I’m sure you will join us in 

sending her our very best wishes. 

 

 

Our value for September 2019 is  

APPRECIATION 
 

Appreciation is the ability to recognise and acknowledge the worth of someone or 
something; a feeling of thanks or gratitude. 
 
Year 4’s Value Assembly about Appreciation will be held on Friday 27th 
September at 9.15am – all parents/carers of Year 4 children welcome to attend! 

 
School Captains – Autumn Term 2019-2020 

 

 

 

         

         OWLS   WOODPECKERS   JAYS 

                         James Senior   Oliver Johnson                Harry Reynolds 

                           Evie Smith     Thalia Snee          Amelie Farrell 

 

School Councillors – Autumn Term 2019-2020 

Year 4  Eva Dowling  Harry Wisdom          Freddie Duncalf  Finley Ellaway 

Year 3  Valentina Schettino  Riley Marriott   Joseph Mockett 

Year2  Monty Wisdom  Jake Duncalf   Freddie Reynolds 

 
 
  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=image+to+copy+of+an+woodpecker&view=detailv2&&id=6E02B9E604FAF26D58728190B59B27F9C66B0596&selectedIndex=4&ccid=V/1wtapj&simid=607998422986327570&thid=OIP.M57fd70b5aa639b27cbed3e594f7f0841o0


 

 
 
 

Staff News 
 

In October we say goodbye to Mrs Casey, Stay & Play Assistant.  Mrs Casey has 

worked at Dovery Down for a number of years and we wish her all the very best for 

the future. 
 
 
 

 
Gardening Club  

 
Gardening club has resumed this term for Y3 & Y4 pupils.  Mrs O’Hara and Mrs Ratore 
will be running the club on Wednesdays over lunchtime.  Due to popular demand the 
group has been split in to week 1 and week 2. 
 
If you would like to donate any bulbs or shrubs in preparation for the spring, we would 
be most grateful! 
 

 

 

Harvest Assembly  

Thursday 3rd October 

 

This year we will again be supporting Leighton Linslade Homeless Service.  Instead 

of asking for food/produce we are suggesting a voluntary donation of £1.00, which 

will be passed on to them to purchase essentials that they need. 

Thank you for your support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Online payments for Trips/Activities 

 
We encourage online payments as this saves an enormous amount of admin 

time and the system allows you to keep a tab on your payment history. 

 

If you have any queries or issues or are having difficulty accessing School 

Money, please contact the school office. 

 

Recently a few parents have informed us that the system will not accept NEW 

payment cards. We have been advised that some banks block certain payments 

from new cards but if you contact your bank/building society they should be 

able to sort this for you. 

 

Thank you 
 

 

 



 

 

 

GOVERNOR’S UPDATE 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Families, 
  

On behalf of the Governing Board, I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you 
and your children to Dovery Down Lower School. 
  
As a Governing Board, we are proud of our children and our warm, nurturing and much-
loved school. The Governing Board works hard to support the Headteacher, our 
dedicated teaching staff and pupils with the aim of ensuring Dovery Down is the best it 
can be. 
  
As a brief introduction, the role of the Governing Board is to ensure the school's 
statutory obligations are met in addition to reviewing and monitoring key objectives, 
planning for the future, and to make sure the vision for the school is both challenging 
and realistic. 
  
All our Governors bring with them a range of different skills and experiences to enhance 
the leadership and management of the school within a great community. Decisions are 
taken by the whole Governing Board which meets once every term, while sub-committee 
meetings consider the more specific areas of curriculum and finance. A list of Governors 
is provided on the school’s website. 
  
We feel extremely privileged to be part of the life of our successful and vibrant school 
and appreciate the active and enthusiastic role Dovery Down parents play, both in the 
development and growth of the children. 
 
We will provide a written update of the work undertaken by the Governing Board in each 
of the school’s newsletters.  The Governors and I look forward to working in partnership 
with you to support all children at Dovery Down. 
  

Best wishes, 
Ian Haynes 
Chair of Governors 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Message from Zoe Curlett-Crook, Governor: 

Dovery Down continues to thrive and grow! Children are encouraged to access talents 
they never thought they had, with the wonderful staff of Dovery helping them to 
realise their full potential. 

 



 

Application for a school place for 2020 
 

Transfer to Middle School 2020 –  

Closing date: Wednesday 15th January 2020 

 

Starting School 2020 

Closing date: Wednesday 15th January 2020 

 

 

 

 

PTA Update 

 

The PTA held their AGM on Tuesday 17th September and a separate letter will be 

sent out to parents/carers shortly. 
  

 

 

Piano Lessons                        
   

Mrs Stanbridge has some spaces for piano lessons.  Lessons are held in school, 
in and around the lunchtime period.  If you think this would be of interest to you for
 your child, please see the website for more details or contact Valerie Stanbridge 

by email at val.stanbridge@btinternet.com. 
 

 
 
 

 
Bike to School Week Monday 23rd – Friday 27th September 2019     
 
Bike to school week is a week-long event designed to showcase the benefits of cycling to 
schools across the UK. It’s a great opportunity to promote the positive impact that an 
active lifestyle can have on pupils’ wellbeing and health. During this week pupils, parents 
and staff will be encouraged to cycle to school.  For further information visit the website: 
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/campaigns/bike-to-school-week-2019/ 
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 ‘Nut Free’ Packed lunch in school and on school trips 
 

A reminder to request that no nuts or nut products are put in lunch boxes (including 

nutella) and no peanut butter is used in sandwiches, as we have some children and 

lunchtime staff with nut allergies.  Thank you. 
 

 

 
 

SCOOTERS AND BIKES 
 

 

Please be courteous and careful when children are riding bikes and scooters at the end of the 
school day, especially in the Poplar Close area.  We have received some concerns that children 
(pupils and siblings) have ridden into a number of adults and children causing injuries. 
 
Also, to keep everyone safe, please remember to walk scooters and bikes in the playground. 
Thank you. 
 

 
 
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

 SHOEBOX APPEAL 
 

      We will be collecting filled shoeboxes again this year for this worthy cause.   

       Flyers will be sent home shortly. Please note there are new regulations this year  

and sweets and toothpaste can no longer be included in the shoeboxes. 

      Please bring your completed shoeboxes to the school office   

               no later than Friday 8
th

 November 2019. 

 

Thank you 

 

 
 
JEWELLERY REMINDER 
 

Jewellery must be removed for PE and Forest Fun lessons.  This includes earrings, 
bracelets, watches and necklaces. 
 
It would be far easier for children to leave jewellery at home on school days.   
 
Long hair needs to be tied up for PE and Forest Fun. 
 
Thank you.  
 
 
 



 

 

 
Message from Starlight Charity:   
 
 
“We would like to thank all at Dovery Down Lower School so much for your wonderful donation 
of £15 which we have recently received for your textile recycling collection in June 2019.  This 
now brings your total to a fantastic £230.  Your kindness makes it possible for us to provide 
seriously ill children across the UK with positive, entertaining and comforting experiences at a 
time when they need it most.  From all of us here at Starlight, thank you.” 
 

 
 
 

 

Coats in school 
 
Please can you ensure that your child brings an appropriate coat/waterproof jacket 
into school.  Children will be enjoying outside play at break times, lunchtimes and 
during Forest Fun throughout the autumn and winter months and the weather will 
probably be mixed!   
 
Please help us by naming all clothing and footwear.  Thank you. 
 

 

 
 

Safeguarding 

 

If your child is being collected by another adult you must inform his/her class teacher or telephone 

the school before the end of the school day.  We cannot release children unless we have parent/carer 

permission.  This includes school activities/trips picking up and dropping off. 

 

If you have a regular arrangement for another adult to collect your child please put this in writing to 

the class teacher. 

 

Please can you also ensure that your children are supervised as they leave school. 

 

The School Safeguarding Policy is available on the school website or from the school office. 

 

Thank you for your co-operation. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Sickness and diarrhoea 

Please could we remind you that the school policy is to keep children away from school for a full 48 

hours from the last episode of diarrhoea or vomiting so that when they return they are clear and no longer 

contagious.   

 

Reporting absence  

 
If your child is unable to come to school please contact the school via telephone or email as early as 

possible on the first day of absence.  For safeguarding reasons this initial contact should come via the 

parent/carer rather than a childminder or friend, unless in exceptional circumstances. 

Thank you. 

 

 

 

DINNER MONEY 

 

Year 3 and Year 4: £2.00 daily and £10.00 weekly  

 

Please pay on the day or in advance for all meals – payment can be made  

on-line via SchoolMoney.. 

 

Please check your SchoolMoney account regularly – any accounts with an outstanding 

balance of over £20 will receive a letter from the Headteacher. 

 

If you are paying by cash please can you ensure the money is sent in a sealed envelope 

clearly marked with your child’s name via the school office.  Thank you. 

 
 

SCHOOL WEBSITE 
 

 
The school website is updated regularly with information, letters, newsletters and 

photographs of activities and events happening in school. Additions/updates: YR page, 

letters, Dovery Down Football Club. 

 

Please do take time to have a look. 

 
 

Dovery Down Lower School 01525 377233       www.doverydown.beds.sch.uk 

 
  

http://www.doverydown.beds.sch.uk/
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http://www.alexanderhoseaprimary.ik.org/attachments/2_Roast_Menu.pdf
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Dates for the diary 

 

2019 Dates for the diary 

 

Friday 27th September 2019 9.15am Y4 Values Assembly – Appreciation 

(Parents/carers of Y4 children most welcome) 

Thursday 3rd October 2019 9.15am Harvest Assembly with Revd. Noel – all 

welcome 

Friday 4th October  Y4 Singing for Fun at Gilbert Inglefield (letters 

have gone home) 

Monday 7th October  Parent Consultation 3.45pm – 6pm (letters have 

gone home) 

Tuesday 8th October  Parent Consultation 4pm – 7pm (letters have gone 

home) 

Friday 18th October Wear it Pink Day – NON-UNIFORM (details to 

follow) 

Monday 21st October – Friday 25th October 2019 Half term 

Monday 28th October 2019 Return to school (this is NOT an Inset Day) 

Friday 1st November 2019 9.15am Y3 Values Assembly – Respect 

(Parents/carers of Y3 children most welcome) 

Friday 15th November 9.15am Y2 Values Assembly – Perseverance 

(Parents/carers of Y2 children most welcome) 

Monday 2nd December 1.45pm Year R, 1 & 2 Christmas Production 

(Parents with surnames A-K welcome to watch) 

Tuesday 3rd December 1.45pm Year R, 1 & 2 Christmas Production 

(Parents with surnames L – Z welcome to watch) 

Wednesday 4th December 1.45pm Year 3 and Year 4 Christmas Production. 

Y3 & Y4 parents welcome to watch. 

Wednesday 11th December Christmas Dinner for whole school 

Monday 16th December 2019 Flu Vaccinations (all year groups) – letters to 

follow 

Tuesday 17th December 9.15am Christmas Assembly with Revd. Noel – all 

welcome 

Friday 20th December 2019 Last day of Autumn Term  

2020 Dates for the diary 

Friday 3rd January 2020 Inset Day 

Monday 6th January 2020 First day of Spring Term 2020 



 

Wednesday 15th January 2020 Closing date for Transfer to Middle School and 

Starting School 2020 Applications.  Please apply 

direct to School Admissions at Central 

Bedfordshire Council. 

Monday 17th – Friday 21st February 2020 Half term week 

Monday 24th February 2020 Return to school after half term 

Friday 3rd April 2020 Last day of Spring Term 

Monday 20th April 2020 Inset Day 

Tuesday 21st April 2020 First day of Summer Term 2020 

Monday 27th – Wednesday 29th April 2020 Year 4 Residential trip to Rock UK, near 

Wellingborough (letters have gone home) 

 

Friday 8th May 2020 Early May Day Bank Holiday (changed 

for VE Day Anniversary) 

Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May 2020 Half term week including Bank Holiday Monday 

Monday 1st June 2020 Inset Day 

Tuesday 2nd June 2020 Return to school 

Friday 17th July 2020 Last day of Summer Term 

 


