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NEWS 
 

 
SEPTEMBER 2020 

 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome back and welcome to all of our new children, families and parents in 
Reception class. We are extremely proud of all of the children in how they have 
come back and settled so well into school, even with the changes we have put in 
place. They are happy and are working hard. I can honestly say how sensible they 
all are and we can already see the progress they are making. All around the school 
there is a lovely calm atmosphere in all classes. Topics are exciting and the 
children are loving their learning.  
 
The staggered start and pick-up times are working well and we will continue with 
this system until half term. It will then be reviewed and we will let you know in 
advance of any changes. Many thanks to you all for adhering to this and our 
guidance. 
 
As we all know the Government have not yet established an efficient testing system 
and we are all having to work with the way things are for the time being. Thank you 
for your understanding and for keeping children away from school when they 
present with symptoms. We will always be as realistic as we can, with the ultimate 
aim of keeping us all safe and preventing any potential COVID-19 virus’s from 
spreading.  
 
Many thanks for all of your support in getting the school back up and running.  

 
Mrs Brewster 

  



 

 
 

Staff News 
 

 

We welcome Miss Lamptey as our year 2 Class Teacher. We are delighted that she has 

joined our happy teaching team at Dovery Down and we welcome her to the school 

community. Miss Lamptey has lots of energy and fabulous ideas for innovative 

learning and I know that the year 2’s are already loving their learning through their 

Space topic – and investigating the rocket crash landing and a mysterious picnic?? 

 

We welcome Mrs Roberts to our Reception class as Teaching Assistant and Cover 

Supervisor.  Mrs Roberts is a qualified teacher and we are delighted that she has 

joined Dovery Down (she is also Mum to Eva and Arya). 

 

We welcome Mrs Levick as Catering Assistant in the Dovery kitchen.  Mrs Levick is 

also Mum to Woody in YR. 

 

We are sorry to be saying goodbye to Mrs Mills, at the end of this month.  Mrs Mills 

has been at Dovery for 6 years working as an MDSA, Teaching Assistant and Forest 

Fun Leader and her dedication and commitment are commendable.  We wish her well 

in her new adventure. 

 

We also say goodbye to Mrs Pelling, Catering Assistant, this month.  Mrs Pelling has 

worked at Dovery Down for several years and we wish her all the very best for the 

future. 

 

We also say goodbye to Mrs Beilby, Stay & Play Assistant, and wish her all the best 

for the future. 

 

We will also be saying goodbye to Mrs Turney, Deputy Pre-School Leader at the end 

of the term in December.  We wish Mrs Turney the very best in her new ventures.  

Mrs Moyes, Pre-School Leader is changing roles and will be joining our Reception 

team as the class teaching assistant from January. They have both been incredible in 

the running of Acorns for the past 2 years with their hard work, dedication and 

commitment and will be very much missed in Acorns.  

 

We are currently recruiting for these positions in Acorns. 

 

 

  



 

PTA UPDATE 

Dear Parents and Teachers, 

Welcome to the new school year and a special welcome to parents new to the school. 

During 2019/20 I had the pleasure of serving at the Chair of the Dovery Down Parents 

Association. 

The PTA is a registered charity raising money for the school to provide the children with 

extra activities, equipment and facilities. In recent years we have contributed towards: 

- an interactive touch screen 

- the all-weather sports area 

- computers 

- events and trips at Christmas and Easter. We also organise events and activities to 

engage with the school community and advance the education of the children. 

Each year the PTA holds an AGM to appoint a committee to organise events and, in 

consultation with the head teacher, make decisions on how money is spent. This year the 

AGM will be held virtually via Zoom at 8pm on 24th September.  

To connect to the meeting please click the link or dial in numbers below 

https://ucl.zoom.us/j/98785588153  

Meeting ID: 987 8558 8153 

One tap mobile 

+441314601196, 98785588153# United Kingdom 

+442034815237, 98785588153# United Kingdom 

Our secretary and treasurer will be stepping down this year and so we will be looking for 

new members to fill those roles. We also welcome ideas, ad hoc contributions and help 

with events from parents too busy to commit to full PTA membership. Any help is great 

help! The more people involved the more we can achieve and the easier it will be to raise 

money for our school and children. 

If you can’t make the meeting and are interested in getting involved email 

doverydownschoolpta@gmail.com and we will send you some information. 

Clearly 2020 has been a challenging time for everyone and social distancing has curtailed 

both fund raising and other activities. However, as the school fills with the sound of 

children again, the 19/20 committee is hopeful find a way to keep safe and still raise money 

and provide great experiences in 20/21. 

Many Thanks, 

Tim Machin 

Dovery Down PTA 

https://ucl.zoom.us/j/98785588153
mailto:doverydownschoolpta@gmail.com


 

 
Bike to School Week Monday 28th September to Friday 2nd October  
 
Bike to school week is a week-long event designed to showcase the benefits of cycling to 
schools across the UK. It’s a great opportunity to promote the positive impact that an 
active lifestyle can have on pupils’ wellbeing and health. During this week pupils, parents 
and staff will be encouraged to cycle to school.  For further information, visit their website.  
We have 2 safe bike and scooter shelters on site on the field near Acorns and adjacent to 
our boiler house at the back of the Reception class. 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

We provide a fun and safe environment within the school for your child/ren to 
attend and be cared for until you pick them up. 

There are lots of exciting activities on offer, along with an opportunity for them to 
relax and unwind after a day in the classroom. 

At present we are running Stay and Play from when school finishes up to 5.30pm, 
Monday to Friday, just for Dovery Down pupils. 

For further information and/or to book your child/ren in please contact Andrea or 
Jackie on 07517 752979. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 

________________________________________________________ 

PE REMINDER  

 

A reminder that all children should wear PE kit to school on their PE days: 

YR, Y1 and Y2 – Wednesday 

Y3 and Y4 – Friday 

 

 Please check that plimsolls and trainers do still fit your child/ren.  

 Earrings must be removed on PE days or taped over - it would be far easier for 

children to leave jewellery at home on school days.   

 Long hair must be tied back/up and/or handband(s) used 

Thank you 
 



 

Latest advice regarding Coronavirus: 
 

Check if you or your child has Coronavirus symptoms 

If you or have any of the main symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19), get a test as soon as possible.  

Stay at home until you get the result.  

Main symptoms 

The main symptoms of coronavirus are: 

 a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to 

measure your temperature) 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing 

episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or 

taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 

 

Most people with coronavirus have at least 1 of these symptoms. 

What to do if you have symptoms 

If you have any of the main symptoms of coronavirus: 

1. Get a test to check if you have coronavirus as soon as possible. 

2. Stay at home and do not have visitors until you get your test result – only leave your home to have a 

test. 

 

Anyone you live with, and anyone in your support bubble, must also stay at home until you get your result. 

Urgent advice: Use the NHS 111 online coronavirus service if: 

 you're worried about your symptoms 

 you're not sure what to do 

 

Call 111 if you cannot get help online. Do not go to places like a GP surgery, hospital or pharmacy. 

 

Babies and children 

Call 111 if you're worried about a baby or child under 5. 

If your child seems very unwell, is getting worse or you think there's something seriously wrong, call 999. 

Do not delay getting help if you're worried. Trust your instincts. 



 

 

Symptoms of coronavirus in children 

Children can get coronavirus (COVID-19), but they seem to get it less often than adults and it's usually less 

serious. 

The main symptoms of coronavirus are: 

 a high temperature 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot, for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing 

episodes in 24 hours 

 a loss or change to sense of smell or taste – this means they cannot smell or taste anything, or things 

smell or taste different to normal 

 

If your child has any of the main symptoms of coronavirus: 

1. Get a test to check if they have coronavirus as soon as possible. 

2. Stay at home and do not have visitors until you get the test result – only leave your home to have a 

test. 

Anyone you live with, and anyone in your support bubble, must also stay at home until you get the result. 

 

Important 

Get advice from NHS 111 if you're worried about your child or not sure what to do. 

 For children aged 5 or over – use the NHS 111 online coronavirus service. 

 For children under 5 – call 111. 
 

 

 

 

Keyboard Lessons 
 

Mrs Stanbridge currently has places available for piano or keyboard lessons.   
 
Lessons are 15 minutes long and are held, following Covid 19 guidelines, during  
the school day. 
 
For further information please contact Mrs Stanbridge on either 
val.stanbridge@btinternet.com or 07450 762628 

 

 

 

 

https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19/
mailto:val.stanbridge@btinternet.com


 

Safeguarding 

 

If your child is being collected by another adult you must inform his/her class teacher or telephone 

the school before the end of the school day and give the person’s name and, where applicable, 

relationship to the child being collected.  We cannot release children unless we have parent/carer 

permission.  This includes school activities/trips picking up and dropping off. 

 

If you have a regular arrangement for another adult to collect your child please send an email into 

school with the details. 

 

Please can you also ensure that your children are supervised as they leave school. 

 

The School Safeguarding Policy is available on the school website or from the school office. 

 

Thank you for your co-operation. 

 

 

Reporting absence  

 
If your child is unable to come to school please contact the school via telephone or email by  
9.15 am on the first day of absence.  For safeguarding reasons this initial contact should come 
via the parent/carer rather than a childminder or friend, unless in exceptional circumstances.   
 
If there has been no communication the school office will send a text to parents/carers after 
registers have closed asking the parent to contact the school within the next 30 minutes to 
confirm the reason for the absence. 
 
If there is no response to the text after 30 minutes the office will telephone the primary contact 
first and then other contacts in order (using details held on the student update sheets). 
 
Please keep the school informed of any on-going absence.  Thank you for your help. 
 

 

 

Sickness and diarrhoea 
 

Please could we remind you that the school policy is to keep children away from school for a full 
48 hours from the last episode of diarrhoea or vomiting so that when they return they are clear 
and no longer contagious.   
 

 

 

 

 



 

SCHOOL WEBSITE 
 

 
The school website is updated regularly with information, letters, newsletters and 

photographs of activities and events happening in school.  

 

Please do take time to have a look. 

 
 

Dovery Down Lower School 01525 377233       www.doverydown.beds.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

DINNER MONEY 

 

Year 3 and Year 4: £2.00 daily and £10.00 weekly  

 

Please pay on the day or in advance for all meals – payment can be made  

on-line via SchoolMoney. 

 

Please check your SchoolMoney account regularly – any accounts with an outstanding 

balance of over £20 will receive a letter from the Headteacher. 

 

If you are paying by cash please can you ensure the money is sent in a sealed envelope 

clearly marked with your child’s name via the school office.  Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

http://www.doverydown.beds.sch.uk/
http://www.alexanderhoseaprimary.ik.org/attachments/2_Roast_Menu.pdf
http://www.alexanderhoseaprimary.ik.org/attachments/2_Roast_Menu.pdf
https://www.google.co.uk/url?q=http://etalinq.com/services/website-development/&sa=U&ei=g0PPVKTvL-uw7AbDu4CYCw&ved=0CBoQ9QEwAg&usg=AFQjCNFTUOUZHVqFqri63W1-2R08WevgEA


 

 

  

Dates for the diary 

2020 Dates for the diary 

Tuesday 22nd September Tempest Individual Photos in the morning 

Thursday 24th September 2020 PTA AGM (via Zoom)  

Mon 28th September – Friday 2nd October 2020 Bike to School Week 

Friday 23rd October 2020 PINK DAY – non-school uniform (whole school) – 

letter to follow 

Monday 26th – Friday 30th October Half term week 

Monday 2nd November 2020 Return to school (this is NOT an Inset Day) 

Friday 18th December 2020 Last day of Autumn Term 

SCHOOL WILL FINISH AT 1.00PM  

Children to be collected at this time. 

 

2021 Dates for the diary 

Monday 4th January 2021 Inset Day 

Tuesday 5th January 2021 Start of Spring Term 2021 

Thursday 7th January 2021-  

SUBJECT TO RE-OPENING OF THEATRES 

Whole School to see Jack and the Beanstalk 

Panto at Milton Keynes Theatre matinee 

performance at 1.00pm 

Monday 15th – Friday 19th February 2021 Half Term week 

Friday 26th March 2021 Last day of Spring Term 

Monday 12th April 2021 Inset Day 

Tuesday 13th April 2021 First day of Summer Term 

Monday 3rd May 2021 May Day Bank Holiday 

Monday 31st May – Friday 4th June 2021 Half Term week including Bank Holiday Monday 

Monday 7th June  2021 Inset Day 

Thursday 22nd July 2021 End of Summer Term 

 


