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APRIL 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers  
     
It has been a busy start to the summer term. The children continue to impress us – through their 
good behaviour and work in class. They are all focused and trying their best. We are seeing signs 
of progress and even though coverage of the curriculum has been missed we are looking at gaps 
and ensuring that these are taught, before moving on. Our ethos is that the emotional wellbeing of 
every child comes first. With this in mind, we are mindful of providing such activities which are 
healing and in line with formative child development. This means that when children are emotionally 
balanced, learning will be meaningful and become embedded. We have been out and about 
utilising all areas on our wonderful school site, and look forward to the Forest School sessions with 
Mrs Thompson from ‘Explaura’ and Mrs Axe, starting next week.  
 
Year 4 have started their swimming at Tiddenfoot and guitar lessons with Mr Finch and the whole 
school enjoyed their dance with Miss Nash on Monday.  
 
I would like to thank the PTA for the exciting Easter Bunny visit and the Easter Egg gifts before the 
Easter break and for funding the Forest School sessions this term. Also for the incredible fund 
raising which has contributed to the new LED board now installed in Year 4 – Mrs Gill and the 
children are thrilled to have this latest technology. The PTA intends to fund these for every class – 
Y1, Y2 and Y3 to go! We also look forward to other contributions later this year – with a donation 
towards our new play equipment to replace some of our older playdale equipment. We will be 
organising further fund raising towards this through a ‘Sponsored Forest Fun Woodland Walk!’- 
details to be sent shortly.  
 
The plants outside year 1 and 2 are looking lovely – many thanks for bringing these in. The children 
enjoyed planting them and are watching them grow.  
 
We look forward to warmer weather in the weeks to come.  
 
 
Warmest wishes 
Mrs Debra Brewster  



 

Our value for April 2021 is 

Acceptance 
 

 accepting a situation, especially an unpleasant or difficult one 

 tolerating the differences and diversity in others 

 Acceptance of someone into a group - thinking of them as part of the group and to act in 

a friendly way towards them. 

 

Staff News 
 

Sadly, we say goodbye in May to Mrs Duncalf, Teaching Assistant/Cover Supervisor 

who has worked at Dovery for nearly 4 years.  She leaves us to resume a career in 

advertising.  We will all miss her energy, enthusiasm and commitment and wish her 

all the best in her new job. 

 

Mrs Walker has been appointed as a Teaching Assistant and we wish her every 

success in her new role. 

 

Miss Mason recently started as Pre-School Assistant in Acorns and we hope she enjoys 

her new job. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Monday, 22nd March we all had great fun celebrating Dovery Down Red 

Nose Day.  Children came into school wearing Superhero costumes and/or 

red.  The children enjoyed races on the field during the day.  We raised 

£146.75 for the charity so a big thank you to everyone who sent in a donation. 
 
 

Big  
Easter Egg  

Drop 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who donated Easter Eggs for this Leighton-Linslade 
Helpers; they were very much appreciated and the eggs were distributed to local 
families before Easter. 

 

 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/accept
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/situation
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/especially
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/unpleasant
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/difficult
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multiculturalism
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/think_1
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/friendly_1


 

 

SchoolMoney Update 

We have now rolled out SchoolMoney in Pre-School and Stay & Play.  Thank 

you for your support in using this system for payments, as we move away 

from cash and cheque payments.   

As a reminder, to access SchoolMoney log on via EduSpot website, click on 

SchoolMoney parent log in.  Enter your mobile number, email address, 

password and child’s first name.  SchoolMoney will only pick up emergency 

contact 1 telephone number/address that you have provided to school/pre-

School.  There is also a helpful guide on our website under Information – 

EduSpot SchoolMoney. 

Please make all payments promptly to avoid reminders and arrears. 

 

 

PE Days Reminder 

Please can children come to school wearing their PE kit on the following days.   

Monday – all year groups for Dance sessions (until half term) 

Weds    – Reception, Year 1 and Year 2  

Friday   – Year 3 and Year 4 

Please check the website for the PE kit list as there have been some  

interesting PE kit combinations recently! 

 

 

 

CATERING ASSISTANT VACANCY 

Available from May 2021 

Monday – Friday: 10 hours per week, term-time only 

Hours of work: 11.15am – 1.15pm 

Working in the catering team you will undertake a variety of duties including: helping to 

set up the dining room and/or hall ready for lunch, basic food preparation, serving food, 

washing up and cleaning. 

If you are interested in applying please contact Mrs Brewster. 

The successful applicant will be required to complete an enhanced DBS and a basic on-

line Food Safety for Catering Level 2 qualification. 

 

 



 

 

PTA UPDATE 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I was lucky enough to be assisting the Easter 

Bunny this year and it was fantastic to see the 

children all together in school, happy, healthy and 

excited.  

 

Thank you to our Easter Bunny yet again and for 

the teachers and other staff that made it special 

despite the social distancing. 

 

 

 

The PTA has agreed to fund the Forest School this term. We hope the children enjoy this fantastic 

opportunity for outdoor learning and adventure. If this is something the children enjoy and you would 

like more of please feed back to the school and the PTA will look to raise funds for this is the future. As 

you know we raised money for playground equipment at Christmas. This forms part of a bid Mrs. 

Brewster is submitting in the near future. We are crossing our fingers for a successful outcome and 

some great new equipment for the children. 

We will start to plan the summer fayre in the next few weeks. Fingers crossed for Covid restrictions (and 

the weather). If you are interested in helping out or have an idea for the fayre please get in contact with 

your rep. 

IT COULD BE YOU!!!!!! 

We are 2 short of our ticket target for the lottery so if you or someone you know can sign up press the 

link.https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/dovery-down-lower-school 

Make buying insurance more rewarding! Get up to £12.50 using a price comparison site! 

Booking a holiday (finally)? Booking.com will bag us 4% donation at no cost to you. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/doverydownpa 

Buy Name badges through Stikins  

https://www.stikins.co.uk - please use Dovery Down PTA quote number 6066 when ordering and PTA 

will get 30% commission. Thank you for your continued support. 

Many thanks for your continued support, 

Tim Machin 

PTA Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/dovery-down-lower-school
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/doverydownpa
https://www.stikins.co.uk/


 

Scooters and Bikes     

We have received some concerns about children riding their bikes and 

scooters on the playground and paths around the school.  To keep everyone 

safe and to be mindful of social distancing, please remember to walk scooters 

and bikes on site.  

Thank you for your co-operation. 

 

 

 

GOVERNOR’S UPDATE 

Upcoming meetings: The Curriculum and Pastoral Committee and the Resources 
Committee are both due to be held on 28th April.  Update to follow next month. 
 

Best wishes, 

Ian Haynes 

Chair of Governors on behalf of the Governing Board 

 

 

 

‘Nut Free’ School 
 

A reminder that we are a Nut Free School. Please ensure that no nuts or nut products are 

brought in as snacks or put in lunch boxes (this includes Nutella, peanut butter).  Please also 

ensure no hummus or chickpeas come into school. 

 

We have some children and lunchtime staff with severe allergies to these products.   

Thank you. 

 

 

Woodland Update 

 

We now have a camera set up in our woodland and it has captured several 

animals enjoying our woods! See our website front page for the amazing 

photos.  A great tit family is also nesting in the box outside the Y3 classroom 

and the children are enjoying watching nature close up via the nest box 

camera. 

 

 

 



 

 

ON-LINE SAFETY 

Dovery Down supports safe use of gaming and internet 

We have been made aware that this is an informative documentary around online safety. If you have a 

netflix account, you can sign and watch it. We will continue to send links relating to gaming and online 

safety within our monthly newsletter, as part of our Safeguarding for all children in line with the 

current technological world we live in.  

https://www.netflix.com/title/81254224 

 

 

 

DINNER MONEY UPDATE 

 

 

Year 3 and Year 4: £2.30 daily and £11.50 weekly 

(recent change in line with increased costs) 

 

Please pay on the day or in advance for all meals –  

payment should be made on-line via SchoolMoney. 

 

Please make all payments promptly to avoid reminders and arears. 

 

 

Safeguarding 

 

If your child is being collected by another adult you must inform his/her class teacher or telephone the 

school before the end of the school day and give the person’s name and, where applicable, relationship 

to the child being collected.  We cannot release children unless we have parent/carer permission.  This 

includes school activities/trips picking up and dropping off. 

 

If you have a regular arrangement for another adult to collect your child please send an email into school 

with the details. 

 

Please can you also ensure that your children are supervised as they leave school. 

 

The School Safeguarding Policy is available on the school website or from the school office.   

Our Safeguarding Governor is Mr Ian Haynes. 

 

Thank you for your co-operation. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.netflix.com/title/81254224
http://www.alexanderhoseaprimary.ik.org/attachments/2_Roast_Menu.pdf
http://www.alexanderhoseaprimary.ik.org/attachments/2_Roast_Menu.pdf


 

KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE – IN/OUT of THE CAR 

When parking on the school site we do not recommend that any child, no matter what age is left in 

the car for any duration. A child left unsupervised is at risk in terms of being harmed by injury, 

choking or vehicle collision. We also want to emphasise that anyone could attempt to take your child 

from the car. 

Bring your child with you when you drop off or collect – it only takes an extra few minutes.  

Please keep all children safe from harm! 

 

  

 

 

 

Reporting absence  
If your child is unable to come to school please contact the school via telephone or email by  
9.15 am on the first day of absence.  For safeguarding reasons this initial contact should come 
via the parent/carer rather than a childminder or friend, unless in exceptional circumstances.   
 
If there has been no communication the school office will send a text to parents/carers after 
registers have closed asking the parent to contact the school within the next 30 minutes to 
confirm the reason for the absence. 
 
If there is no response to the text after 30 minutes the office will telephone the primary contact 
first and then other contacts in order (using details held on the student update sheets). 
 
If your child is having a Covid 19 test at a Test Centre, please let us know and inform us of 
the results once received. 
 
Please keep the school informed of any on-going absence.  Thank you for your help. 

 

  



 

 

  

Dates for the diary 

2021 Dates for the diary 

 

Monday 19th April – Monday 12th July (10 

sessions) 

 

Y4 swimming at Tiddenfoot (letters have gone 

home) 

 

Tuesday 27th April 2021 (afternoon)  YR Forest School Taster Session 

Thursday 29th April 2021 Tempest Class Photos - YR – Y4.   

(Please note, unfortunately Tempest are unable to take 

a group photo of Pre-School this year) 

 

Monday 3rd May 2021  May Day Bank Holiday 

Tuesday 4th May 2021 (afternoon) Y1 Forest School Taster Session 

Tuesday 11th May 2021 (afternoon) Y2 Forest School Taster Session 

Tuesday 18th May 2021 (afternoon) Y3 Forest School Taster Session 

Week Beginning 24th May 2021 Parent telephone consultations (more details to follow) 

 

Tuesday 25th May 2021 (afternoon) Y4 Forest School Taster Session 

Thursday 27th May 2021 Year 4 Outdoor Adventure Day at Rock UK 

Monday 31st May – Friday 4th June 2021 Half Term week including Bank Holiday Monday 

Monday 7th June  2021 Inset Day 

Wednesday 21st July 2021 Year 4 Leavers BBQ (more details to follow) 

Thursday 22nd July 2021 Year 4 Leavers Performance at 1pm 

End of Summer Term 

 

 

 


