
 
Dovery Down Lower School 

Parent Information 
 

 

Admission Policy and Attendance 
 

Children enter the Reception Class (called Rowan Class) in the autumn term of the academic year after 
their fourth birthday. Full-time schooling is statutory when a child is 5 years old. Attendance is full-time 
for all children following the initial ‘Induction week’, however parents may request that their child attends 
school part-time for a while longer (unless they are statutory age).  
 
Induction 
 
First Week – Wednesday 4th – Friday 6th September  
Please arrive on the main playground with your child on the first week at 9.15am.  You can accompany 
your child to the classroom for the first few mornings and wave goodbye through the window. Children 
will finish at 12.00pm each day for the first week and parents collect their child from the field entrance to 
Rowan playground, unless you choose for your child to stay for lunch, in which case they can be 
collected at 12.30pm.   
 
Second Week – Monday 9th – Friday 13th September 
Following the ‘Induction Week’ please arrive on the main playground with your child at 8.45am.  The bell 
is rung at 8.55am.  Please say goodbye to your child either on the playground or at the gate near the 
Key Stage 1 entrance, leaving the teacher to lead the class in.  From the second week onwards, children 
are picked up at 3.30pm: please stand outside Rowan Class window and when the teacher or teaching 
assistant sees you, she will hand your child over to you. 
To ensure the safety of your child please inform the class teacher if your child is to be collected 
by another adult. 
 
Please work with the school to ensure your child is in school as much as possible.  If your child is ill and 
cannot come into school, it is the responsibility of the parents to let the school know by 9.00am why their 
child isn’t attending.  Holidays during term time will not be authorised so please avoid this. 
 
School Sessions: Morning 8.55am - 12.00am 
  Afternoon 1.00pm -   3.30pm 
 
Playtime 
 
Supervised playtimes are held in the smaller, enclosed play area outside Rowan classroom.  As soon as 
we feel the children are confident enough, they sometimes join Key Stage 1 (KS1) on the large 
playground for morning, and afternoon breaks.  The children will be on the big playground every 
lunchtime. 
 
Snacks 
 
During the morning your child will be able to have a drink of milk or water.  The Government funds milk 
until a child has his/her fifth birthday. 
 
Please do not send sweets to school.  All children in Reception, Y1 and Y2 receive a piece of fruit or 
vegetable during morning play. Please ensure your child comes to school each day with a NAMED 
WATER BOTTLE filled with water. 
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Lunchtime 
 
All children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to a free school meal.  A copy of the menu can 
be found on the schools website www.doverydown.beds.sch.uk 
Alternatively a packed lunch may be brought to school in a named lunchbox which is taken to the 
classroom by your child. 
 
Throughout the year different year groups are offered a ‘Parent/Carer lunch day’ to allow children to 
share this experience with a member of their family. 
 
Uniform 
 
Full details of the school uniform are included in the school prospectus which can be found on our 
website www.doverydown.beds.sch.uk 
It would be helpful if your child could practise dressing and undressing independently in preparation 
for school. 
 
All clothing must be clearly named. 
Please ensure your child has a named, drawstring P.E. bag that can be left on the peg for the half term. 
Please put a spare pair of pants and socks in P.E. bags, and a named pair of wellington boots for 
outdoor learning.  
 
Expectations 
 
When your child enters Reception class they should be able to: 

 dress and undress including putting on their coats and shoes 

 go to the toilet without help 

 listen to and follow one step instructions 

 hold a pencil with a comfortable grip for writing or drawing 

 sit at a table properly for table tasks 

 sit at a table for meals; begin to hold their knife and fork properly; don’t talk with their mouth full 

 say please and thank you 

 tidy up when asked 
 
The Classroom 
 
The classroom is a bright, sunny room equipped with an Interactive Whiteboard. There is an enclosed 
outside play area with a canopy allowing the children to still be outside during wet weather. There is 
space for a large variety of play equipment including large climbing apparatus providing a full range of 
educational opportunities.  It is an environment in which children learn through both child initiated and 
directed play activities.  There is a connecting gate between Pre-school and Reception to develop the 
process of a successful transition from Pre-school to main School. 
 
Introducing the Curriculum 
 
All adult led and child initiated play is based on The Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (EYFS).  
 
There are a range of opportunities to develop manipulative skills in artwork and technology. 
At the beginning of each term a summary of work linked to the topic will be posted on our website to 
inform you of the work to be covered. 
 
For further details on the EYFS curriculum please access the EYFS policy on the website. 
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Reading 
 
Dovery Down book bags can be purchased from our uniform suppliers, details are on our website.  The 
book bag is brought into school daily and is used to carry a reading record, a reading book and a library 
book chosen by the child to share at home. The reading record is for you to communicate with your 
child’s teacher about reading carried out at home. Also story sacks are sent home weekly to support the 
reading programme.  
 
Please aim to read with and to your child every day.  Reading time should be a pleasurable time 
together. Often children are tired when they first come home and many feel more refreshed first thing in 
the morning rather than trying to concentrate in the evening. 
Children learn to read by sounding out words, guessing words using the initial sound, looking at the 
picture for clues, whole word recognition and re-reading stories. It is important to talk about the story 
after reading it, to check their understanding. 
 
The first books your child brings home may not have words.  This is a very important part in the process 
of getting ready to read and learning to write.  Look at the pictures and ‘make up’ the story together.  
This encourages growth of vocabulary as well as practising speaking in sentences.   
    
As each child is ready, they will bring home letters of the alphabet to practise saying the sound and letter 
name. Next, they bring home a ‘Mr Happy’ word slider to develop whole word recognition.  Please 
practise daily. Words are checked weekly and changed as and when the teacher feels appropriate.  A 
list of these words can be found on our website www.doverydown.beds.sch.uk and link to Curriculum, 
Core Subjects, Literacy, and Common Exception Words to Spell. 
  
Writing 
 
Your child will be encouraged to ‘write’ very soon after entering school.  Emergent writing is an important 
part of your child’s development.  This means any writing which your child does independently which 
may be scribble to our eyes but meaningful to a child.  Children are encouraged to write on their own 
and ‘read’ back their stories, poems, letters and notes to the class.  When your child brings home 
examples of their own writing, please ask them to share it with you and then shower them with praise for 
the effort!  In this way we can work together to build confidence and nurture a love of writing. The 
children are taught to hold their pencils in a comfortable grip and to form patterns/letters correctly.  Our 
handwriting patter can be found on the website.  Children are also taught to sound out phonically regular 
words and practise spelling them.  These are listed on our website: curriculum – core subjects – literacy 
– common exception words to spell. 
 
In the Autumn Term the children will be given a Special Drawing/Writing Book to use both in school and 
at home to record anything that is important to them.  Please keep this book in their book bag in case 
they want to continue a piece of work during their day. 
 
Mathematics 
 
Number games and activities with lots of counting forwards and backwards from different starting points 
encourage the children to develop their numeracy skills. 
It is beneficial for children to learn turn-taking early on in their school life.  You can help by playing 
simple board games with them.  These games also help them to recognise numbers and to count.  
 
The School Calculation Policy states that whilst EYFS works developmentally to support the children to 
play and explore, actively learn, create and think critically the expectation is that children will meet the 
Early Learning Goals (ELGs) in Mathematics by the end of the EYFS.  In acknowledging this we realise, 
that if children are not ready to meet these requirements, further provision at this level is needed to 
ensure a smooth transition. (Calculation policy available on the website). 
 
In the Spring term your child will bring home a maths sack, instead of a story sack, with a range of 
practical activities to use at home.  This changes each week. 
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Assemblies 
 
Every Friday morning we hold a birthday, values and award assembly.  This is a special time when 
children can bring in certificates and awards from home to celebrate their achievements in sports, music 
or other pursuits.  We also read out which of the three teams, (Jays, Woodpeckers, Owls; one of which 
your child will join once they join the school) has collected the most team points that week. 
 
There are also assemblies such as musical morning, Harvest festival, Easter, monthly class values and 
Christmas concerts to which parents and family members are invited. 
 
We are very fortunate to have links with the church and welcome Reverend Noel McGeeney from St 
Leonards Church in Heath and Reach into our Harvest, Easter and Christmas assemblies. 
 
Children in the Foundation Stage do not attend assembly every day – this supports their uninterrupted 
learning. 
 
Outside Learning and Forest Fun Activities/Sessions 
 
We are pleased to offer the children the opportunity to take part in Outside Learning and Forest Fun 
activities/sessions.  Forest Fun operates in all weathers and the sessions will be planned to provide an 
environment where all feel equally valued, included and a positive experience for all.  The school has a 
small woodland area, as well as rural open spaces, within the school grounds.  This is where most of the 
Forest School activities will take place. 
 
Good News Sheet 
 
If your child has achieved something at home or has good news to share and celebrate please record 
the information on the sheet provided in your child’s book bag.  This is celebrated with the class and 
displayed on our ‘Good News’ board. 
 
 
Parent/Guardian Helpers 
 
We welcome help in school in a wide variety of ways.  All help is valuable, so please do not hesitate to 
offer your time.  Please note that all persons who work with children will necessitate DBS clearance 
which is paid for by the school. 
                                    
Website 
 
The school website can be found at www.doverydown.beds.sch.uk and is regularly updated with current 
events, newsletters, term dates etc. 
 
Communication 
 
The school communicates via email and text messaging for urgent response i.e. school closure.  
Newsletters are emailed to all parents unless a paper version is requested. 
 
Parent Teacher Association (PTA) 
 
The school has a very strong and active Parent Teacher Association of which by virtue of your child 
being a Dovery Down pupil you are now a member.  Each year at the AGM a committee is nominated 
and selected. All parents are encouraged to help in any way possible, whether as an active member or a 
supporter of events. Your help is much appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.doverydown.beds.sch.uk/
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Health and Social Problems 
 
If there is anything you would like us to know regarding your child, please do not hesitate to come in 
and talk to us or fill in the slip below.  Information is shared with appropriate staff in confidence. 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Name: ........................................................... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please refer to the Prospectus on the school website for further details (if you require a paper 
copy please call into the school office) and please feel free to contact the school if you are 
concerned or unsure of any aspect of your child’s entry into school. 
 
Your comments about additions or improvements would be appreciated. 
 
Thank you. 

 

 
 
 


