
 

 

DOVERY DOWN LOWER SCHOOL 

NEWS 

 
 

NOVEMBER 2020 

 
Dear Parents and Carers      
 
The weather is certainly showing signs of Autumn and the coming Winter. Luckily we are still able 
to get out for play, outdoor learning and PE – all of which the children are thriving on. Children are 
working well in all classes and their progress is evident in teacher assessments. We are very proud 
of all of the children and their excellent behaviour – they are showing respect and kindness and 
are being very sensible, in line with the current situation.  
 
I am sure you are all feeling a sense of relief at the announcement of the vaccines – although I 
know it will be some time before social distancing is relaxed. I believe that the new year will be 
positive and bring about a sense of calm and a time for us all to heal from this pandemic.  
 
Christmas looks as though families will be able to get together and we are all looking forward to 
spending some much needed time with our loved ones. At school we will be holding some 
Christmas events supported by the PTA – more news to follow. Christmas dinner will go ahead 
with Christmas crackers and festive music on Wednesday 16th December for the children – they 
will sit in their class bubbles and enjoy their celebration meal. Please pay for this by School Money. 
Just a reminder that all dinner money for school meals should be paid on the day or in advance, 
through school money.    
 
 
 
Mrs Debra Brewster 

  



 

 

Our value for November 2020 is  

PERSEVERANCE 
 

 

Perseverance is not giving up.  It is persistence, the effort required to do something and keep 

doing it, even if it’s hard. 

 

“It does not matter how slowly you go as long as you do not stop.” (Confucius) 

 

Synonyms: persistence, tenacity, determination, resolve, grit, staying power. 

 

 
 

 

Rewards for 

 

October – RESPECT – on our Island of Values 
 

Reception:  Woody Levick, Scarlet Parr. 
 
Year 1:  Kaiser Abdi-Stephens, Darcey Barry, Lucy Horner, Paige Mockett,  

Kobe Nourse, Rudy Sesay. 
 
Year 2:  Jaylen Breeden, Bobbee Carlo, Giselle Rhodes, Evie Taylor. 
 
Year 3:  Ava-Rose Barry, Isabella Rodriguez. 
 
Year 4:  Jack Cripps, Regan Rhodes. 
 

 
 

Staff News 
 

Welcome back to Miss Wall, who is helping out in Year 4.  The children remember 

Miss Wall as their teacher when they were in Year 1! 

 

Welcome to Miss Reed who is joining our Catering team as a Catering Assistant.  We 

hope that she enjoys her new role. 

 

 



 

We have been very busy this month, raising money for charity.   

Thank you to all the parents, carers and children who have supported these 

charities. 

 
 

Harvest Assembly 

 

We held our Harvest Assembly before the October half term via Zoom. 
Years 1 to 4 had been practising autumn songs and it was lovely to hear 
them singing.   

Thank you for your kind donations to Leighton Linslade Homeless Service.  
£62.23 has been raised and will be passed on to the charity. 

 
 
 

CHILDREN IN NEED 
 

Our Children in Need day this year was on Thursday 5th 

November.  It was lovely to see the children in all their  

spotty/bright colours and Superhero outfits. 

 

We raised a brilliant £218.40 for Children in Need through  

donations. 

 

Thank you to everyone who contributed. 

   

 
 
 

Everyone looked fabulous in pink and red on Thursday 12th  

November for ‘Wear it Pink’ day.   

 

We raised an amazing £171.85 for the Breast Cancer charity.  

Thank you to all who donated!! 

 
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

SHOEBOX APPEAL 

 

 Thank you to everyone who filled a Shoebox for this appeal. 

 
 
  



 

 

PTA UPDATE 

Dear Parents Carers, 

Thank you to everyone who bought the Dovery Down apple juice, this was a huge success! 
We have just sold our last few bottles and this has netted more than £400 for the PTA. Thank 
you to all the PTA and others that helped with production and sales. We are planning to make 
this an annual event so look forward to more juice next year. We also had a great response to 
the Christmas cards, mugs and other bits designed by the children which made another £380. 

To make money for the school at no cost to you please sign up and use Amazon Smile and 
Easy Fundraising for your Christmas shopping: 

Easy Fundraising 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/doverydownpa/ 

Amazon smile 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ 

As many of you are aware the PTA funded a brand new interactive screen for the reception 
class last year. You can see a photo of the screen in use on the next page. 

Using money raised over the past 12 months, we can announce that the PTA are funding the 
replacement of the Year 4 screen. These investments would not be possible without your 
contributions. So, whether you bought juice, Christmas cards, a laptop or shopped through 
easy fundraising, we really appreciate all your efforts. 

We are currently working with Mrs Brewster to fund some new play equipment for the 
playground. We will have some more details on this soon, but for now; how about some extra 
raffle tickets? 

Katie has been organising the prizes and we have been amazed at the generosity of many 
local business as this difficult time. Some of the top prizes are listed below but there are too 
many to list here so please do your best to sell as many tickets as you can when they come 
home with the children in a few weeks. 

Raffle Prizes! Good luck! 
·       £50 Cash 
·       Family Ticket to Bletchley Park 
·       A Hamper 
·       Popcorn Machine 
·       Family Photo Shoot, Make-up Gift Set, Pizza Hut Vouchers, Books, Jigsaw, 
cupcakes, wine and lots more… 

Thanks Everyone, 

Tim Machin 
PTA Chair 

 

 

 
 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/doverydownpa/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/


 

 
 
 

  
Reception Class interactive screen in action, funded by the PTA: 
 

     
 
 

 

A Message from Leighton Linslade Helpers: 

“A massive thank you to Dovery Down for their collection of canned food as part 
of a canned food drive run and organised by the school on behalf of Leighton 
Linslade Helpers. The generosity of our townsfolk never ceases to amaze us, 
especially through these difficult times.  

LEIGHTON LINSLADE HELPERS are a voluntary group of local residents and 
agencies committed to helping you stay safe during the COVID-19 crisis and 
beyond that. The kind support of the Dovery Down family will allow us to help 
even more people who are struggling on a daily basis. So thank you once again 
from the huge team of volunteers that work quietly in the background supporting 
our community. 

 Again a massive thank you for your support”. 

 
 

 



 

 

GOVERNOR’S UPDATE 

Dear Parents, Carers and Families, 
 
In accordance with our instrument of governance, our term of office for all categories of 
governor is 2 years. Mrs Zoe Curlett-Crook has decided to bow out and will not be asking the 
Governing Board to consider her re-election to the community governor post.  On behalf of the 
Governing Board I wish to openly thank Zoe for her voluntary contribution and support to the 
Governing Board and to the school during her term of office. 

 
What do Governors at Dovery Down do? 
 
The Governing Board has three specific roles.  These are: 

• To ensure clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction 
• To hold the Headteacher to account for the educational performance of the school and its 
pupils, and the performance management of staff 
• To oversee the financial performance of the school and make sure its money is well spent. 

How we work - The Governing Board has established a number of committees and statutory 
panels. We meet as a Full Governing Board every term. The Governing Board’s committees 
also meet every term to review and discuss the details of the school life. These committees’ 
are the Curriculum and Pastoral Committee and the Management and Resources Committee. 
  
As Governors, we also share a common objective, which is the wider school community – 
working in partnership with you as parents and carers and staff to ensure that every child can 
succeed and reach their full potential. To achieve this, and to carry out our role as governors 
effectively, we need to know what issues are important to you (so we remain responsive) and 
ensure that you know what issues governors are discussing (so that we remain accountable). 
 
That is why as governors we work closely with Mrs Brewster and the Staff to ensure that we 
continue to deliver a high standard of education to our children at Dovery Down. I think that the 
most important thing to note is that governors are a team, not a collection of individuals or 
groups with separate agendas. However much we may sometimes differ in our opinions and 
experiences we are united by our commitment to the School and the responsibility we share 
for the School’s long-term success.   
 
All relevant information is included on the School’s website. Please remember that the website 
is a good way of keeping up to date with all aspects of school life.  

If you have a concern or a point of view to share, please let us know. We can be contacted via 
the School Office. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Ian 
 

Ian Haynes 

Chair of Governors on behalf of the Governing Board 

 

 



 

 

LAST DAY OF TERM 

CHRISTMAS FUN NON-UNIFORM DAY 

 Friday 18
th

 December 

And early finish at 1pm 

 

 

This year we are again having a non-uniform day to end the Autumn Term.   
Children can come into school wearing something Christmassy e.g. 
Christmas jumper/T-shirt but please don’t rush out and buy something 
special – it’s just a fun day! 

 
School will finish at 1pm on this day and you will be able to collect your 
child/ren then.   

Thank you. 
 

 
 

 

 

Spare Clothing    
 
 
We would welcome any outgrown, clean, children's tights, socks, underwear or PE kit 
joggers that we can use in school as and when needed.   
 

Thank you. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Application for a school place for 2021 
 

Transfer to Middle School 2021 –  

Closing date: Friday 15th January 2021 

 

Starting School 2021 

Closing date: Friday 15th January 2021 

A virtual tour of the school is on the front page of the 

Dovery Down website – please do take a look! 

 

 



 

 

Safeguarding 

 

If your child is being collected by another adult you must inform his/her class teacher or telephone the 

school before the end of the school day and give the person’s name and, where applicable, relationship 

to the child being collected.  We cannot release children unless we have parent/carer permission.  This 

includes school activities/trips picking up and dropping off. 

 

If you have a regular arrangement for another adult to collect your child please send an email into school 

with the details. 

 

Please can you also ensure that your children are supervised as they leave school. 

 

The School Safeguarding Policy is available on the school website or from the school office. 

 

Thank you for your co-operation. 

 

KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE – IN/OUT of THE CAR 

When parking on the school site we do not recommend that any child, no matter what age is left in 

the car for any duration. A child left unsupervised is at risk in terms of being harmed by injury, 

choking or vehicle collision. We also want to emphasise that anyone could attempt to take your child 

from the car. 

Bring your child with you when you drop off or collect – it only takes an extra few minutes.  

Please keep all children safe from harm! 

  

 

 

Reporting absence  

 
If your child is unable to come to school please contact the school via telephone or email by  
9.15 am on the first day of absence.  For safeguarding reasons this initial contact should come 
via the parent/carer rather than a childminder or friend, unless in exceptional circumstances.   
 
If there has been no communication the school office will send a text to parents/carers after 
registers have closed asking the parent to contact the school within the next 30 minutes to 
confirm the reason for the absence. 
 
If there is no response to the text after 30 minutes the office will telephone the primary contact 
first and then other contacts in order (using details held on the student update sheets). 
 
Please keep the school informed of any on-going absence.  Thank you for your help. 
 

  



 

 
 

Latest advice regarding Coronavirus: 
 

Check if you or your child has Coronavirus symptoms 

If you or have any of the main symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19), get a test as soon as possible.  

Stay at home until you get the result.  

Main symptoms 

The main symptoms of coronavirus are: 

 a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to 

measure your temperature) 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing 

episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or 

taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 

 

Most people with coronavirus have at least 1 of these symptoms. 

What to do if you have symptoms 

If you have any of the main symptoms of coronavirus: 

1. Get a test to check if you have coronavirus as soon as possible. 

2. Stay at home and do not have visitors until you get your test result – only leave your home to have a 

test. 

 

Anyone you live with, and anyone in your support bubble, must also stay at home until you get your result. 

Urgent advice: Use the NHS 111 online coronavirus service if: 

 you're worried about your symptoms 

 you're not sure what to do 

 

Call 111 if you cannot get help online. Do not go to places like a GP surgery, hospital or pharmacy. 

 

If your child has any of the main symptoms of coronavirus: 

1. Get a test to check if they have coronavirus as soon as possible. 

2. Stay at home and do not have visitors until you get the test result – only leave your home to have a 

test. 

Anyone you live with, and anyone in your support bubble, must also stay at home until you get the result. 



 

 

 

SCHOOL WEBSITE 
 

 
You may have noticed that our website is having a makeover!  The revamp should make 

it easier to navigate around the site and more mobile phone friendly.  Please do take a 

look.  Thank you to Mrs Sinju Moncy and Mrs Agnieszka Young for working on this for 

us. 

 

Our website is updated regularly with information, letters, newsletters and photographs 

of activities and events happening in school.  

 

www.doverydown.beds.sch.uk 

 

 

 

DINNER MONEY 

 

Year 3 and Year 4: £2.00 daily and £10.00 weekly  

 

Please pay on the day or in advance for all meals – payment can be made  

on-line via SchoolMoney. 

 

Please check your SchoolMoney account regularly – any accounts with an outstanding 

balance of over £20 will receive a letter from the Headteacher. 

 
  

http://www.doverydown.beds.sch.uk/
http://www.alexanderhoseaprimary.ik.org/attachments/2_Roast_Menu.pdf
http://www.alexanderhoseaprimary.ik.org/attachments/2_Roast_Menu.pdf
https://www.google.co.uk/url?q=http://etalinq.com/services/website-development/&sa=U&ei=g0PPVKTvL-uw7AbDu4CYCw&ved=0CBoQ9QEwAg&usg=AFQjCNFTUOUZHVqFqri63W1-2R08WevgEA


 

  

Dates for the diary 

2020 Dates for the diary 

Monday 16th – Sunday 22nd November Road Safety Week 

Wednesday 16th December 2020 Whole School Christmas dinner – in class bubbles 

Friday 18th December 2020 Last day of Autumn Term 

Christmas Fun Non-uniform day (see advert) 

SCHOOL WILL FINISH AT 1.00PM  

Children to be collected at this time. 

2021 Dates for the diary 

Monday 4th January 2021 Inset Day 

Tuesday 5th January 2021 Start of Spring Term 2021 

Monday 11th January – 22nd March 2021 Y4 Swimming at Tiddenfoot Leisure Centre                

(if COVID restrictions permit) 

 

Friday 15th January 2021 Closing date for Transfer to Middle School and 

Starting School 2021 Applications.  Please apply 

direct to School Admissions at Central 

Bedfordshire Council. 

 

Monday 15th – Friday 19th February 2021 Half Term week 

Friday 26th February 2021 Tempest Photography – Class groups  

(if COVID restrictions permit) 

 

Friday 26th March 2021 Last day of Spring Term 

Monday 12th April 2021 Inset Day 

Tuesday 13th April 2021 First day of Summer Term 

Monday 3rd May 2021 May Day Bank Holiday 

Monday 31st May – Friday 4th June 2021 Half Term week including Bank Holiday Monday 

Monday 7th June  2021 Inset Day 

Thursday 22nd July 2021 End of Summer Term 

 


