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Characteristics of Effective Learning
What are your child’s learning characteristics?
Playing and Exploring – 
how d
oes your child engage in activi
t
i
es?
Are they keen to find out and explore?
Do they prefer to play with what they already know?
Are they willing to have a go?
Active learning – 
how motivated is your child to learn?
Are they involved and concentrating?
Do they keep trying if something is tricky?
Do they enjoy their achievements?
Creating and thinking critically – 
how does your child think?
Do they have their own ideas?
Can they make links in their learning?
Do they like to choose new ways to do things?
When we recognise your child’s learning characteristics we can use them to support their future learning.
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We all have learning characteristics – learning styles – because we all learn in different ways. Some of us read … others pre
fer listening to an audio book …
 others are hands on learners and will never get much out of a book because they prefer taking things apart to see how they work!
Your child is the same – they have their own set of learning characteristics. When we have observed your child’s learning characteristics we can start to understand how they learn. When we understand how they learn we can support their future learning by using their learning characteristics in our planning.
It’s not as complicated as it sounds! We might, for example, spot your child learning through a schema (a repeated pattern of play) and we can plan some more activities that link into the ways they are currently learning.
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Or we might notice that your child prefers to use puppets so they have a visual representation of stories, songs and rhymes so we will make sure we include lots of visual prompts in their play.
We need your help to note your child’s learning characteristics. Please let us know what learning characteristics you spot at home so we can use them here to support your child.
As ever, do not hesitate to ask if you need clarification on any
 aspect of ‘Characteristics of E
ffective Learning’
With thanks,
Hazel Stiles
Pre-School Leader
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