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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

The end of term awaits us all! We have been super impressed by the children’s Christmas 
performances: learning their lines alongside beautiful singing and I’m sure you are very 
proud of your children. They certainly shone on the stage and rose to the occasion.  
 
We look forward to Magic Dave on the last day of term! Thank you to the PTA for funding 
this lovely treat for the children. We would also like to thank Mrs Thompson and her 
team, for the scrumptious Christmas dinner for all children and staff. 
 
Well done to the PTA and volunteers for organising the Christmas Fayre. There was a 
very good turn out and the occasion was enjoyed by all. Thank you for the many 
contributions, which helped to make it a success.  
 
The children have been enjoying their parties in school and year 4 had a festive time at the 
carol service in the Town Centre, at All Saints Church on Friday 13th December. We sang 
alongside 7 of the other lower school year 4’s from Leighton and Linslade, as well as 
having the Cedars musicians playing the music – with some of our ex Dovery pupils!!   
Every one of our children has worked very hard this term and this shows in their end of 
term reports you will receive this week.  

May I take this opportunity to thank you for your continuous support, and wish you all a 
very peaceful Christmas and a Happy New Year. We will see you all back at school on 
Monday 6th January 2020.  

        
Mrs Brewster 
  



 

 

Our value for December 2019 is 

Courage 
Strength; Try your best; Keep going; Help others;  

Achieve your goals. 
 
 

 

Rewards for 

 

November – PERSEVERANCE – on our Island of Values 
 

Reception:  Lola Doherty, Thomas Grimshaw, Bethany Leonard, Kobe Nourse. 
 
Year 1:  Aaron Carpenter, Evelyn Cusack, Euan Haynes, Evie Taylor,  
 Caelan Vines, Caoimhe Walmsley. 
 
Year 2:  Isabella Ellaway, Theo Rye, Elias Waters, Monty Wisdom. 
 
Year 3:  Frankie Farrell, Avalie Leonard, Laila Marrone. 
 
Year 4:  Amelie Burne, Isabella McCready, Harry Reynolds, Evie Smith,  
 Isabelle Speers-Stephens, Harry Wisdom. 
 
 

 

Staff News 
 

We are delighted to welcome Miss Stewart, Teaching Assistant, who joined us 

recently and hope she enjoys her new role. 

 
 

 

Volunteers   
 
Thank you to all our volunteers who come into school regularly to help with reading, sticking 
and gluing, mending library books, gardening and other general classroom duties.   

 
We truly appreciate all your help and wish you all a  

Very Happy Christmas! 

 

 

  



 

 
 

LAST DAY OF TERM 

CHRISTMAS FUN NON-UNIFORM DAY 

 Friday 20
th

 December 

And early finish at 1pm 

 

 

This year we are again having a non-uniform day to end the Autumn Term.   
Children can come into school wearing something Christmassy e.g. 
Christmas jumper/T-shirt but please don’t rush out and buy something 
special – it’s just a fun day! 

 
School will finish at 1pm on this day and you will be able to collect your 
child/ren then.   

Thank you. 
 

 
 

 

PTA Christmas Bauble and Competition 
 
We received some amazing entries for this year’s competition and the decorations all 
look fantastic on our tree in the school hall.   Thank you to everyone who entered. 
 
Congratulations to the winners from each class:  
 
Acorns: Eva Roberts 
Reception: Paige Mockett 
Year 1: Jaylen Breeden 
Year 2: Harry Saunders 
Year3: Riley Marriott 
Year 4: Isabella McCready 
 

  



 

Revised Procedure – Start of School Day – Spring Term 2020 

 

From the beginning of the Spring Term on Monday 6th January 2020, to make 

the start of the school day more efficient there will be a change to the way 

the children come into school. 

 

The bell will no longer be rung on the playground at 8.55am and the children 

will not have to line up.  Instead, the children can go straight to their 

classrooms from 8.50am; there will only be one teacher on duty on the 

playground to see the children in. 

 

Any urgent messages for teachers should be directed via the office in the first 

instance, either through an email, telephone call or in person.   

 

Thank you for your co-operation. 

 

PTA UPDATE 
Hello Everyone, 

First of all let me thank everyone for the fantastic contribution to the Dovery Down 
Christmas Fayre! Whether you were organising, setting up, manning a stall, 
donated something or just turned up and had fun, your efforts made the fayre a 
massive success! We managed to raise £1,774 on the raffle and stalls and we 
have also had a brilliant response to the Christmas cards and production DVDs 
and photos. 

Thanks to your generosity we will be able to continue our ongoing contribution to 
enhancing the school. We are discussing with Mrs. Brewster how the money 
should be invested in the children’s education. 

As you know, the PTA got started late this year so it was all a bit of a rush. Now 
the Christmas Fayre is over we can start planning for the rest of the year. We 
already have the Spring Disco in the diary for Thursday 13th February.   

We will certainly be organising the spring/summer fayre again but look out for 
other events coming soon. If you have any ideas or would like to contribute, 
please speak to your class rep. 

Finally, a quick reminder that if you have clothes for reuse or recycling please use 
the Starlight recycling bin in the Dovery car park as the PTA receives income from 
this. 

Thank you for your continued support. 
 

Tim Machin 
Dovery Down PTA 

 



 

GOVERNOR’S UPDATE 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Families, 
 
What a fruitful autumn term it has been for the whole school as we approach the last week of 
term, I am sure that you would like to join myself and the Governing Board in “Conveying our 
Thanks” to Mrs Brewster and all the Staff and volunteers for their continued tremendous hard 
work and commitment to the children during this term. 
 
Our devoted team in whatever role they do, have put so much into making the school what it is 
and for providing a good education and support for each and every child at Dovery Down. 
 
“Thank you all” 
 
I would also like to “show appreciation” to our wonderful children for their hard work throughout 
this term. It has been a great privilege for the Governing Board to watch the children adapting to 
their new environments, learning new concepts from an ever-challenging curriculum and 
making progress throughout the term. 
 
Every child has contributed to the school’s journey and I hope that each child feels very proud 
of their achievements. As Chair of Governors can I also take this opportunity to “thank you” to 
our supportive Parents, Carers and Families. By working together, we can ensure that the 
children enjoy their time at Dovery Down. 
 
The members of the Governing Board have also had a busy autumn term, the Curriculum & 
Pastoral Committee and Management & Resources Committee has met. We have also 
monitored the curriculum and school data, finances, and looked at pupil, parent and community 
issues. Governors have also made visits into school this term to monitor the School 
Development Plan for 2019/2020, as well as attending celebrations and events. These visits 
have confirmed to governors a very positive approach to learning across the whole school. 
 
I would like to remind everyone of the school’s motto which is; 
 
'Care for yourself, Care for each other, Care for your school. Always do your best' 
 
The Governing Board wants to ensure that it supports our staff’s wellbeing and promotes a 
healthy work-life balance, please refrain from participating in drawn-out or confidential 
conversations with staff at drop off/pick up or even out in the community. These should be held 
within the school by scheduled appointment. 
 
Members of the Governing Board have attended all of the Christmas performances, as it is a 
great opportunity to support the Staff and Children in celebrating all of their hard work. 
 
On behalf of the Governing Board, may I wish you all, and your families a very Happy 
Christmas and a relaxing New Year. 
 
Best wishes, 
 

Ian Haynes 
Chair of Governors  
 

 



 

 

 

Safeguarding 

 

If your child is being collected by another adult you must inform his/her class teacher or telephone 

the school before the end of the school day.  We cannot release children unless we have parent/carer 

permission.  This includes school activities/trips picking up and dropping off. 

 

If you have a regular arrangement for another adult to collect your child please put this in writing to 

the class teacher. 

 

Please can you also ensure that your children are supervised as they leave school. 

 

The School Safeguarding Policy is available on the school website or from the school office. 

 

Thank you for your co-operation. 

 

 

Reporting absence  

 
If your child is unable to come to school please contact the school via telephone or email by 
9am on the first day of absence.  For safeguarding reasons this initial contact should come via 
the parent/carer rather than a childminder or friend, unless in exceptional circumstances.   
 
If there has been no communication the school office will send a text to parents/carers after 
registers have closed asking the parent to contact the school within the next 30 minutes to 
confirm the reason for the absence. 
 
If there is no response to the text after 30 minutes the office will telephone the primary contact 
first and then other contacts in order (using details held on the student update sheets). 
 
Please keep the school informed of any on-going absence.  Thank you for your help. 
 

 

 

Sickness and diarrhoea 
 

Please could we remind you that the school policy is to keep children away from school for a full 
48 hours from the last episode of diarrhoea or vomiting so that when they return they are clear 
and no longer contagious.   
 

 

 
 



 

Application for a school place for 2020 
 

Transfer to Middle School 2020 –  

Closing date: Wednesday 15th January 2020 

 

Starting School 2020 

Closing date: Wednesday 15th January 2020 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DINNER MONEY 

 

Year 3 and Year 4: £2.00 daily and £10.00 weekly  

 

Please pay on the day or in advance for all meals – payment can be made  

on-line via SchoolMoney. 

 

Please check your SchoolMoney account regularly – any accounts with an outstanding 

balance of over £20 will receive a letter from the Headteacher. 

 

If you are paying by cash please can you ensure the money is sent in a sealed envelope 

clearly marked with your child’s name via the school office.  Thank you. 

 

 

 
 

SCHOOL WEBSITE 
 

 
The school website is updated regularly with information, letters, newsletters and 

photographs of activities and events happening in school.  

 

Please do take time to have a look. 

 
 

Dovery Down Lower School 01525 377233       www.doverydown.beds.sch.uk 

 
  

http://www.doverydown.beds.sch.uk/
https://www.google.co.uk/url?q=http://etalinq.com/services/website-development/&sa=U&ei=g0PPVKTvL-uw7AbDu4CYCw&ved=0CBoQ9QEwAg&usg=AFQjCNFTUOUZHVqFqri63W1-2R08WevgEA
http://www.alexanderhoseaprimary.ik.org/attachments/2_Roast_Menu.pdf
http://www.alexanderhoseaprimary.ik.org/attachments/2_Roast_Menu.pdf


 

  

Dates for the diary 

 

2019 Dates for the diary 

Tuesday 17th December 9.15am Christmas Assembly with Revd. Noel – all 

welcome 

 

Friday 20th December 2019 Last day of Autumn Term  

Magic Dave coming to school in the morning and 

Christmas Fun Non-Uniform Day 

School finishes at 1pm and children can be 

collected at this time from the playground.  

 

2020 Dates for the diary 

Friday 3rd January 2020 Inset Day 

Monday 6th January 2020 First day of Spring Term 2020 

Monday 13 January 2020 Y4 Swimming starts for 10 weeks (letters have 

gone home) 

Wednesday 15th January 2020 Closing date for Transfer to Middle School and 

Starting School 2020 Applications.  Please apply 

direct to School Admissions at Central 

Bedfordshire Council. 

Thursday 13th February 2020 PTA Spring Disco – more details to follow 

Monday 17th – Friday 21st February 2020 Half term week 

Monday 24th February 2020 Return to school after half term 

Friday 3rd April 2020 Last day of Spring Term 

Monday 20th April 2020 Inset Day 

Tuesday 21st April 2020 First day of Summer Term 2020 

Monday 27th April 2020 Y3 Swimming starts  for10 weeks (letters to 

follow) 

 

Monday 27th – Wednesday 29th April 2020 Year 4 Residential trip to Rock UK, near 

Wellingborough (letters have gone home) 

 

Thursday 7th May  SCHOOL CLOSED - Polling Day Bedfordshire -

Police & Crime Commissioner 

Friday 8th May 2020 Early May Day Bank Holiday (changed for VE Day 

Anniversary) 



 

Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May 2020 Half term week including Bank Holiday Monday 

Monday 1st June 2020 Inset Day 

Tuesday 2nd June 2020 Return to school 

Friday 17th July 2020 Last day of Summer Term 

 

 

 


