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Dovery Down Lower School 

 

Early Years Foundation Stage Policy 

 
‘Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to fulfil 

their potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s experiences between 

birth and age five have major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe and happy 

childhood is important in its own right. Good parenting and high quality learning together 

provide the foundation children need to make the most of their abilities and their talents as 

they grow up. 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets the standards that all Early Years providers 

must meet to ensure that children learn and develop well and are kept healthy and safe. It 

promotes teaching and learning to ensure children’s ‘school readiness’ and gives children the 

broad range of knowledge and skills that provide the right foundation for good future 

progress through school and life’. 

Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage, Department for Education 

(DFE) 2012  

 

Introduction 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is a framework produced by the DFE and sets the 

standards for learning and development of children birth to five.  

 

The overall principles of the early years are grouped into four themes: 

 

 A Unique Child 

 Positive Relationships 

 Enabling Environments  

 Learning and Developing 

 

A Unique Child 

 

At Dovery Down we recognise that every child is a competent learner who can be resilient, 

capable, confident and self-assured. We recognise that children develop in individual ways, at 

varying rates. Children’s attitudes and dispositions to learning are influenced by feedback 

from other; we use praise and encouragement, as well as celebrations and rewards, to 

encourage children to develop a positive attitude to learning.  

At Dovery Down we believe that values based learning has a positive impact on learning, 

progress and behaviour. We introduce values at a very early age to give children the 

opportunity to understand and be involved with ‘living the values’ as well as giving them the 

language to articulate and express their ideas.  

 

In the EYFS we set realistic and challenging expectations that meet the needs of the children.  

We aim to meet the needs of all the children through: 

 planning opportunities that build upon and extend children’s knowledge, experience 

and interests, and develop their self-esteem and confidence 

 using a wide range of teaching strategies based on children’s learning needs 

 providing a wide range of opportunities to motivate and support children and to help 

them learn effectively 

 providing a safe and supportive learning environment in which the contribution of all 

children is valued  

 using resources that reflect diversity and are free from discrimination and stereotyping 
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 planning challenging activities for children whose ability and understanding are in 

advance of their language and communication skills. 

 monitoring children’s progress and taking action to provide support as necessary 

 

Admissions 

 

At Dovery Down, children in the Foundation Stage enter the Reception Class in the Autumn 

term of the academic year after their fourth birthday. A child is not statutory school age until 

their fifth birthday. If a child needs  part time provision due to particular needs, the school 

will work cooperatively with parents to organise this. 

The school has an agreed admission number of 30 for entry to the reception year. 

The Local Authority will apply the following criteria (in the rank order shown) to decide the 

order in which places will be allocated when there are more requests from parents/carers than 

the number of places available: 

 

1. All ‘looked after’ children or children who were previously ‘looked after’; 

2. Children living in the catchment area with siblings at the school; 

3. Children living in the catchment area 

4. Other children with siblings at the school 

5. Children who live nearest to the school determined by straight line distance from the school 

site to the child’s home address 

 

Notes 
1. If applying these criteria results in there being more children with an equal right to 

admission to the school than the number of available places, the tie break will be the distance 

the pupil lives from the school, measured in a straight line, using the Local Authority’s 

computerised measuring system, with those living closer to the school receiving the higher 

priority. The Local Authority will measure the distance from the address point of the pupil’s 

home to a point on the school site agreed with the governing body of the school. The Local 

Authority will not give priority within each criterion to children who meet other criteria. 

 

2. The Local Authority will normally offer a place at the catchment area school if parents 

apply for a place at that school during the normal admissions round.  However, a place at the 

catchment area school cannot be guaranteed. If a pupil moves into the catchment area outside 

the normal admissions round (or after the allocation process has begun) it may be more 

difficult to offer a place at the catchment area school if this would mean exceeding the 

admission number at the school. In this case, a place will normally be offered at the next 

nearest school or academy which caters for pupils of the same age and has places available. 

 

3. Pupils who have a Statement of Special Educational Needs (EHCP) are required to be 

admitted to the school which is named on the statement, even if the school is full. Pupils 

identified for admission through the Fair Access Protocol will also be admitted even if the 

school is full. 
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Aims of early education 

 

 To provide a carefully planned programme that enables children to come to school 

happily. 

 To build a relationship with both children and parents through pre-school  visits, 

information meeting and Starting School booklets, enabling children to settle well into 

Dovery Down 

 To help the children develop their social skills when interacting with others. 

 To build on children’s existing skills in thinking and communication, enabling them to 

access the more formal school curriculum. 

 To develop the children’s physical skill, so that they have increased control over their 

body movements. 

 To develop the children’s aesthetic, moral and spiritual awareness so that they can 

begin to make judgements. 

 To enable the children to understand more about the world around them by exploring 

first hand features of both the natural and man-made world.  

 

As a measure of our aims we believe on entering a Reception class at Dovery Down you will 

see children who: 

 show evidence of feeling included, secure and valued 

 interact with other children and adults in positive ways 

 are engaged in and show high levels of motivation in activities planned by adults and 

also those that they plan or initiate themselves 

 are taking part in well-planned, purposeful activities that build on what children 

already know, match the different levels of the children’s needs and take place both in 

and outdoors 

 are developing skills and talents in chosen curriculum areas. 

 

Practitioners who: 

 manage carefully the transition between home and setting and between different 

settings, to support everyone involved 

 establish feelings of trust and respect with parents and children 

 treat children as individuals to ensure each has equality of opportunity 

 promote self-confidence and a positive  attitude to learning in all children whatever 

their gender, ethnicity, special educational needs, disability or ability 

 recognise that being successful and feeling confident and secure are major factors in 

protecting children against early failure 

 understand that children develop rapidly during the early years – physically, 

intellectually, emotionally and socially 

 through their delivery of a broad and relevant curriculum display their understanding 

of curriculum requirements 

 ensure the learning environment is well planned and well organized and follows the 

agreed school procedures 

 ensure children are making good progress and reaching their full potential 

 intervene appropriately to engage children in the learning process 

 are aware of those children who may require additional help and those who are more 

able and of how support needs to be provided 

 observe and respond appropriately to children 

 plan their time well, so most of it is spent working directly with children 

 establish an ethos in which individual achievements are valued 
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 ensure the safety of children at all times,  evaluate their practice, recognising the 

importance of identifying their own training needs                                                

                   

Learning and Development 

 

Characteristics of Effective Learning 

 

The ways in which the child engages with other people and their environment underpin 

learning and development across all the areas and support the child to remain an effective 

learner. The characteristics of effective learning for young children are defined as: 

 playing and exploring (engagement) – finding out and exploring; playing with what 

they know; being willing to ‘have a go’ 

 active learning (motivation) – being involved and concentrating; keep trying; enjoying 

achieving what they set out to do  

 creating and thinking critically (thinking) – having their own ideas; making links; 

choosing ways to do things 

 

There are seven areas of learning of learning and development that shape educational 

provision in early years.  

Three areas are particularly crucial for igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for 

learning, and for building their capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive. These are the 

prime areas and they continue to be fundamental throughout the EYFS.  

 

Prime areas: 

 

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED) 

 Communication and Language (CL) 

 Physical Development (PD) 

The prime areas begin to develop quickly in response to relationships and experiences and run 

through and support learning in all the other areas. Staff will support children in the four 

specific areas, through which the three prime areas are strengthened and applied. 

 

Specific areas: 

 

 Literacy  

 Mathematics 

 Knowledge of the World (KW) 

 Expressive Arts and Design (EAD) 

 

The specific areas include essential skills and knowledge; they grow out of the prime area, 

and provide important contexts for learning. All areas of learning and development are 

important and inter-connected. In the Foundation Stage we deliver learning for all of the areas 

through purposeful play and learning experiences, with a balance of adult-led and child-

initiated activities. In each area there are Early Learning Goals (ELGs) that define the 

expectations for most children to reach by the end of the EYFS. 

  

 

 

 

 

 



6 

 

Play 

 

‘Play is essential for children for the children’s development, building their confidence as 

they learn to explore, to think about problems, and relate to others. Children learn by leading 

their own play, and taking part in play which is guided by adults.’ 

Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage, DFE 2012 

 

Through play our children explore and develop learning experiences, which help them make 

sense of the world. They practise and build up ideas, and learn how to control themselves and 

understand the need for rules. They have the opportunity to think creatively alongside other 

children as well as on their own. They communicate with others as they investigate and solve 

problems.  

 

Teaching and Learning in the Foundation Stage 

 

Our policy on teaching and learning defines the features of effective teaching and learning in 

our school. Features that relate to the EYFS are: 

 the partnership between teachers and parents, so that our children feel secure at school 

and develop a sense of well-being and achievement 

 the understanding that teachers know how children develop and learn, and how it 

effects their teaching 

 the range of approaches used that provide first-hand experiences, give clear 

explanations, make appropriate interventions and extend and develop play and talk or 

other means of communication 

 the carefully planned curriculum that helps children work towards the Early Learning 

Goals throughout EYFS  

 the provision for children to take part in activities that build on and extend their 

interests and develop their intellectual, physical, social and emotional abilities 

 the encouragement for children to communicate and talk about their learning, and to 

develop independence and self-management 

 the support for learning with appropriate indoor and outdoor space, facilities and 

equipment  

 the identification of the progress and future learning needs of children through 

observations, which are shared with parents  

 the good relationships between our school and the settings that the children experience 

prior to joining our school 
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We have organised the curriculum into six half termly topics – two year rolling programme. 

 

Term  Topics  Themes 

Autumn 1 

 

 

Here I am, knock, knock!               All about me 

Starting school 

People who help us 

Autumn 

Spring 1 

 

 

Where My Wellies Take me! Where can your wellies take you around 

school? Forest school 

Pond Life 

Canals – Rosie and Jim 

Who wears boots – people who help us. 

Winter  

Chinese New Year 

Christmas  

Summer 1 Moving Along Canals – Rosie and Jim 

Road/Water Safety  

How do we keep safe?  

Transition – moving on  

Summer holiday travel 

Autumn 2 

 

A World of Colour New life 

Easter 

Spring 2  Food, Glorious, Food Healthy Eating 

Food around the world 

Growing food 

Summer 2 

 

 

By the Sea, A Pirates Life for Me! Seasides 

Holidays 

Pirates 

Transition – moving on  

 

 

 

Equal Opportunities and Special Needs 

 

At Dovery Down we believe that the equality of opportunity is important for all pupils 

irrespective of gender, ethnicity, social circumstances, religion or belief and intellectual 

capacity.  Within the Foundation Stage we strive to reflect and respect this diversity in our 

choice of resources and in the model we set for children.  We strive to plan an environment 

for a child that is free from stereotypical images and discriminatory practices.  In this way and 

through appropriate differentiation we try to meet the needs of all pupils.  SEND Support 

Plans are written and updated three times throughout the year alongside the SENDCo.  

 

 

Assessment and Record Keeping 

 

As each child enters the Foundation Stage we use our professional judgement to assess the 

age band children are working ‘within’ across the EYFS 17 areas of learning. 

Within the first half of the Autumn Term of the child starting school they will be given a 

‘baseline’ assessment. 

 

 

 



8 

 

Expected standards for Foundation Stage are; 

 

Reception 

  40-60 months – In line with ARE (Age Related Expectations) 

30-50 months – Below ARE  

Any other lower age band below – Significantly below ARE 

 

Formative Assessment 

As the year progresses children are monitored on their development and progress in all areas 

of development. Examples of children’s learning, showing their individual level and stage of 

development are built up throughout the year. Provision is made for these observations and 

assessments through experience and play. Progress is recorded by observing and assessing 

children and focus children, either using hand written observations, staff notes, iPads, using 

the 2simple ‘Build a Profile’ program that generates their Learning Journal. Observations take 

place on a daily basis both formally and informally. These observations are shared with 

parents using ‘Parent Share’ email. 

Staff make time to carry out planned observations of individuals and groups of children 

regularly. All Early Years staff is involved in observing children. Observations are evaluated, 

children’s learning priorities are identified and relevant learning opportunities are planned to 

support children to make the next steps and progress. 

Data is entered termly using Integris G2, a school management information system. 

 

Summative Data  

At the end of the year the children are assessed against the EYFS Profile Early Learning 

Goals, stating whether they are EMERGING, EXPECTED, EXCEEDING. 

 

Parents as Partners 

 

At Dovery Down we understand and recognise the role parents have in continuing the 

education of their child. We foster and develop the parent / teacher partnership through: 

 

- Building two way dialogue and communication processes. 

- Encouraging learning activities at home that continue and complement those at school. 

- Establishing trust and respect between teachers, parents and children. 

- Making all expectations explicit. 

- Encouraging parents and other family members to share their knowledge and expertise 

to support children’s learning in school. 

 

This helps to ensure a smooth transition from home to school therefore forging the valuable 

parent/teacher partnership.  

Arrangements for settling in are flexible, giving children time to become secure and for 

teachers and parents to discuss each child’s circumstances and needs. To achieve this at 

Dovery Down we hold an annual Open Evening where the children and their families are 

welcome to look around the school. Along with this an induction afternoon is held allowing 

the children to explore their new classroom and the parents to meet up with other, new 

parents.  

The Reception Class Teacher and Teaching Assistant aim to visit the majority of the new 

children before they come into school in their nursery or pre-school setting. Along with this 

there is the opportunity for individuals to look around the school and discuss their child’s 

future schooling with the Head teacher before their child starts school.  
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Parents are kept well informed of their child’s progress, the curriculum and school life 

through termly reports, reading record, brochures, displays, newsletters, consultation days and 

the school website. There is also the opportunity for an individual conference with the teacher 

to discuss any concerns as appropriate. 

 

Transition 

At Dovery Down we believe we should be prepared for the children entering each stage of 

their learning to ensure continuity of learning and a smooth transition for the child. 

In the EYFS we acknowledge the following transitional stages: 

 

Nursery/Pre-School to Reception 

Reception to Year 1 

We believe that the best early years practice sees learning as a continuum and that our role is 

to smooth the way between the child’s home experience EYFS Curriculum and the National 

Curriculum, ensuring that the curriculum we provided in KS1 reflects our understanding of 

children as learners. We aim to fit the curriculum to the child and try not to fit the child to the 

curriculum. 

 

Our aims are to ensure the children: 

 Experience smooth transition periods 

 Receive the EYFS for the duration of Year N and Reception 

 Children with identified needs experience a curriculum suited to their needs 

 Continue to have opportunities for structured play in Y1, as appropriate 

 Continue to experience teaching that reflects a variety of preferred learning styles 

 

Staff meet in the summer term to discuss the children they will be ‘handing over’. EYFS 

practitioners and Teachers discuss the children’s academic abilities, specific needs and any 

relevant family information or safeguarding issues, whilst bearing in mind confidentiality at 

all times. 

 

Pre-school children are given the opportunity to have a taster session in the Reception Class, 

take part in a PE lesson and take part in more than one school lunch in the dining room.  

Children from Dovery Down Acorns Pre-School attend specific assemblies, Sports Day and 

celebration days throughout the school year. 

 

New Intake Parents and Carers Meeting 

A parents meeting is held in the summer term on ‘Transfer Day’. At this meeting the parents 

and carers meet the Headteacher, EYFS Leader and Teaching Assistants. They are given 

information about routines, activities, uniform and given the opportunity to ask questions. The 

children spend this time with their new teacher, meet their peers and explore the environment. 

All parents and carers receive an information pack containing various forms to complete prior 

to their child starting school.  

 

School Uniform can be purchased via the Tesco website or from the ‘Wear to School’ 

uniform suppliers in Leighton Buzzard. 
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Transition from EYFS to Year 1 

 

Staff in Year 1 

 Observe  and teach the Reception children at different times during the year to 

increase their own understanding of the curriculum the children are used to 

 Identify opportunities for structured play in Year 1 curriculum through sharing ideas 

and good practice with colleagues, both within and outside school 

 Enjoy the freedom to provide a creative approach when delivering the National 

Curriculum so that children can continue to be actively involved in their learning 

 To fully consider the EYFS profile data and how best to plan for individuals/groups of 

children 

 

Good Practice in Year 1 

 

At Dovery Down we aim to plan and deliver lessons appropriately, in keeping with the 

school’s teaching and learning policy. This should ensure that children are not sitting for too 

long a period and should also ensure that the learning activities are appropriately challenging 

and delivered effectively, taking into account a range of learning styles.  

When children first enter the Year 1 classroom the following principles are important: 

 The start of the day routine should mirror practice in the Reception Class 

 There should be an initial focus on children’s personal, social and emotional 

development. Some children settle more quickly than others and staff need to be 

flexible and allow for this when planning. 

 A strong focus will be given to speaking and listening 

 During the introductions to sessions, we aim that children are not sitting on the carpet 

listening for longer than 10-15 minutes 

 The layout of Year 1 should include space and resources so that the children can 

undertake continuous provision e.g. role play, similar activities  

 

Review Procedures 

 

The school’s policy will be reviewed: 

 When 2 years has lapsed. 

 If there has been significant change in staff or pupils at Dovery Down Lower School 

 In light of new Government initiatives. 

 


