
From the Headteacher - Achievements so far at Dovery Down 

I am very proud to be the Headteacher of Dovery Down. The school is currently rated as Outstanding 

and our standards have been maintained over the past 4 years.  

Prior to being appointed in September 2014, I was the Deputy Headteacher at a school in Flitwick and 

before that at a small Church of England School just North of Bedford. I began my teaching career at 

a large suburban school in Kempston with a 2 form entry back in March 2000. My array of experiences 

thus far, have enabled me to glean the best from all that I have learned and utililise this in building a 

caring and nurturing ethos for Dovery Down Lower School.  

In 2014 Dovery Down introduced ‘Values Education’ – this enables children to develop positive 

philosophies for life and instils a foundation on which they can build to allow them to progress in all 

aspects as they grow up. We use the language of ‘Values’ in all that we do and say to each other, 

including to other adults. 

In 2014 Dovery Down began ‘Forest Fun’ using the theme of Forest Schools to provide outdoor 

activities and learning that promotes confidence, team building, cooperation and allows children to 

gain knowledge of our natural environment. We have two members of staff who run this alongside 

teachers and other teaching assistants. We use our own beautiful woodland at the back of the school. 

In 2015 Dovery Down implemented a themed approach to learning through a Creative Curriculum. All 

teachers and teaching assistants undertook training and then through a lot of hard work and 

dedication began the rolling programme through 6 exciting topics! I am very proud to be part of such 

a committed team and can honestly say that the staff at Dovery Down are simply ‘The Best’! 

In October 2015 the brand new Library build was completed! This was a project started as I arrived at 

the school and it had been my job, alongside Governors to oversee this in the making. There was a lot 

of time spent looking at plans and discussing design with architects… and when the new furniture and 

books were finally installed… this was a very proud moment indeed. The library certainly has the Wow 

factor and continues to be a central focus of Dovery Down.  

Since arriving I have held tea parties each half term and invite 10 children from years 1-4 to these. The 

children are always very excited to receive an invitation and the party itself offers an opportunity for 

children to express their views and have a voice, whilst gaining confidence and developing social skills. 

In 2015 I applied for a National Lottery Grant to improve our EYFS outdoor play area. We were very 

excited when we won the bid and were very pleased to see the new equipment arrive on school site 

in March 2016. This included the Play Tower, with slide and climbing pole, along with the climbing wall 

for the older children and the playground drums and chimes. 

In 2016 once again I applied for a grant through the Luton Airport bids. We received a contribution 

towards the purchase of new permanent structured football goals, with basket and netball hoops and 

cricket stumps as well as playground markings for games and fun at playtimes. We also installed a 

brand new adventure trail on the school field. The children have lots of fun using all of this equipment 

and gain the benefits of promoted physical activity, in line with the Government initiative to increase 

daily physical activity in all children.  

 

In 2016 it was decided between staff, including the SENDCO that there was a need for a Nurture Group. 

We introduced an afternoon group for some of the children in all year groups to help in developing 



social and emotional skills and in supporting children through challenging situations in their own lives. 

Since then we now run a morning Nurture group for children with greater needs. 

At the end of 2016 I began plans to renovate a very unused building on the school site. I looked at a 

range of options and held many discussions with staff and other professionals, including other schools. 

In the end I presented to Governors the idea of a Food Technology Room and Nurture Room. This saw 

fruition in March 2016 and this incredible room remains a highlight of the school – offering excellent 

opportunities for learning cooking skills and for children in our Nurture Group.  

In March 2017 the school had a Scoping Audit which monitored the school in line with the OFSTED 

framework. Some of the highlights from this report were that:  

 Dovery Down is a school with many strengths including its warm, welcoming and calm 

environment with many opportunities for excellent learning. 

 Governors have an accurate view of the school as a result of visits, reports from the 

Headteacher and School Improvement Partner. 

 Both Governors and staff are proud of their school and of the teamwork there. Children enjoy 

coming to school and say it is a happy and friendly place to be. 

We often hear comments from prospective parents such as ‘you have the most amazing resources on 

offer at this school!’ 

All of the above, along with our incredibly well behaved children, high standards, excellent teachers 

and a caring ethos means that we are a very popular school within a beautiful setting.  

I am always available to discuss any ideas or questions with staff, parents and children, offering an 

open door policy.  

I hope all of this has been useful and thank you for your interest in Dovery Down. If you would like to 

ask any further questions or would like to arrange a visit, please get in touch through the school office. 

 

 


